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BULLETIN(19 ) 5 APRIL 2004

CONSULTATIONS

CONTENT OF THE CONTINUOUS SCOTTISH HOUSE CONDITION SURVEY(05/04/04):  In 2003 the Scottish House 
Condition Survey (SHCS) moved to a continuous fieldwork format, replacing the five yearly cross-sectional 
design on which the 1991, 1996 and 2002 SHCS were based.  Further information can be found at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations/communitiesScotland/CSHCS.pdf

MAKING DEVELOPMENT PLANS DELIVER (01/04/04):  This paper seeks views on the preparation of local 
development plans across Scotland and the detailed arrangements for strategic planning in the four main city 
regions.  The Executive is committed to raising the profile of development planning and ensuring that local 
people, businesses and organisations are able to engage effectively in the long-term planning of their 
communities.  Further information at:  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations/planning/mdpdc-00.asp

RIGHTS OF APPEAL IN PLANNING – PARTIAL REGULATORY IMPACT ASSESSMENT (01/04/04):  This consultation 
considers whether there should be a third party right of appeal, and whether other related changes to existing 
appeal rights might be necessary.  The White Paper Your Place, Your Plan, published a year ago, set out 
proposals to strengthen public involvement in the planning system. It also included a commitment to consult on 
third party planning appeals, recognising that this is a complex matter with potentially significant implications for 
the planning system and beyond.  See:  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations/planning/rias-00.asp

NATIONAL PLANNING FRAMEWORK ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT REPORT (01/04/04):  The Executive has 
committed to undertake Strategic Environmental Assessment for all public sector plans, programmes and 
strategies.  Section 62 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2004 provides the power for Scottish 
Ministers to make the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004.  The keeping of a separate 
regime for environmental information acknowledges the existing arrangements, the separate origins of the policy 
in international forums and the slightly wider range of bodies to which Aarhus applies. Further information can 
be found at:  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/planning/epfear-00.asp

PROTECTING OUR MARINE HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT - MAKING THE SYSTEM WORK BETTER (26/03/04):  This 
consultation follows on from the Department for Culture, Media and Sport's consultation paper Protecting our 
historic environment: Making the system work better (July 2003) and the Welsh Assembly Government's 
Protection of Historical Assets in Wales (September 2003).  These papers set out ideas for improving the system 
for protecting buildings, above and below ground archaeology and other land-based heritage assets, and 
promised a further consultation paper about the marine historic environment. This document is jointly published
by the DCMS, the Welsh Assembly Government, the Scottish Executive, the Department of the Environment 
Northern Ireland, and launched by English Heritage.  Further information can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations/culture/pmhe.pdf

PUBLICATIONS

FIRST NATIONAL PLANNING FRAMEWORK (01/04/2004):  Scotland’s first National Framework for the spatial 
development of Scotland to 2025, is designed to make the planning system more user-friendly by strengthening 
community involvement, speeding up the decision-making process, reflecting local views more efficiently.  This 
document can be found at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/planning/npf04-00.asp

SCOTTISH RURAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (V4) (30/03/04):  This document as amended in December 2003 sets out a 
rural development plan for Scotland relating to the agriculture & forestry sectors.  This document can be found 
at:  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/rural/srdpv4-00.asp
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EVENTS & TRAINING

THE CENTRE FOR THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT SEMINARS:  The following seminars run from 12:00 – 2:00pm on 
Thursdays, at The Lighthouse (56 Mitchell St.) in Glasgow, at a cost of £30.  See: www.cbe.org.uk.
8th April – Wholesome Building:  Clay, Lime and Wool in Stirlingshire.  James Simpson, Jenny Humphreys and 
Caroline Cuthbert, Simpson & Brown Architects.
22nd April – Integrated Neighbourhood Developments in Europe.  Ombretta Rommice, University of Strathclyde.
29th April – Planning the Dense City in 20th Century.  Wolfgang Sonne, University of Strathclyde.
6th May – Developments in Risk Management within the Innovation Procurement Environment.  Akin Akintoye, 
Glasgow Caledonian University.

AT A CHURCH NEAR YOU – REJUVENATION AND RECORDING OF PLACES OF WORSHIP:  This day seminar will take 
place on Saturday the 17th April, from 10:00am – 4:00pm, at the AK Bell Library in Perth.  There will be several 
speakers, a demonstration, and a visit to St. Ninian’s Cathedral.  Tickets are £10 (advance) and £12, and further 
details can be acquired by contacting SCHR, 12 Wardlaw Gardens, St. Andrews, Fife, KY16 9DW.

MAKING CONNECTIONS - EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN SCOTLAND:  This event is scheduled for 
Thursday the 22nd April, from 11:00am – 4:00pm, at the Council Chambers (Municipal Buildings, Corn Exchange 
Road) in Stirling.  A vegetarian lunch will be provided, and there is no booking fee for this launch of the new 
Scottish network of practitioners in ESD, which is welcome to anyone with an interest or responsibility in 
education for sustainability.  Workshops include Linking Thinking, case studies by current practitioners, a run-
through of the discussion forum, and demonstrations.  Please contact Norah Barnes or Brendan Hill at 
info@esdscot.org for further information, or see the website at www.esdscot.org.

PEOPLE, PLACES, PROSPERITY – RURAL SCOTLAND 2004:  This conference will take place on Tuesday the 27th

April, from 9:00am – 5:00pm, at the City Hall in Perth.  The second annual debate on the future of the Scottish 
rural economy will focus on three main themes;  People & Communities, Communications & Infrastructure, and 
Tourism & Environment.  Tickets range from £45-90, and further information can be found at:
conferenceorganiser@indigopr.com or 0131 554 6791.

RTPI PLANNING AWARDS:  Entries are currently being accepted, with a closing date of Friday the 30th April.  
Further details can be found at awards@rtpi.org.uk or on 0207 929 9473.

MSC BUILT ENVIRONMENT – SUSTAINABLE HERITAGE:  ‘This innovative course is designed to create a new 
generation of heritage programme and project leaders with an in-depth understanding of the sustainability of 
cultural heritage.’  For further information, contact May Cassar at University College London on 0207 679 1780
or email Bartlett.pgclerk@ucl.ac.uk or see www.ucl.ac.uk/sustainableheritage/.

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE NEWS RELEASES

LESS FAVOURED AREA SUPPORT SCHEME (31/03/2004):  The Executive today announced the start of payments 
under the Less Favoured Area Support Scheme (LFASS). The 2004 scheme is worth around £61 million to over 
13,000 producers farming some of the most disadvantaged land in Scotland.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (29/03/04): A restructuring and new Scottish appointment to the UK 
Sustainable Development Commission has been announced, with the Executive also funding a new post in the 
Commission's Secretariat to support the work of the Commission in Scotland. Maureen Child, an existing 
Commissioner, has been promoted to the new post of Vice Chair (Scotland) and Hugh Raven has been 
appointed as an additional Scottish Commissioner. The Commission's structure has been altered to reflect more 
closely the organisation's work programme and its growing influence across government. 

NEW AFFORDABLE HOMES FOR ARRAN (29/03/04): Jack McConnell (on Arran to take part in the Convention of the 
Highlands & Islands at Brodick Castle) has officially opened Low Glencoy, the eight affordable new homes that 
form the latest development by Trust Housing Association in Arran.  The island is to receive £1.7m from the 
Special Rural Fund, which will support such developments across rural Scotland.
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MODERN APPRENTICESHIPS RESEARCH (24/03/04):  Changes will be made to improve the expanding Modern 
Apprenticeship (MA) programme, following new research.  A study carried out by Glasgow Caledonian 
University’s Centre for Research and Lifelong Learning (CRLL) is recommending that changes be made to the 
contracting arrangements with training procedures, recruitment and induction procedures be improved, and a 
higher level of contact with employers be practiced.

AGRICULTURAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SCHEME (22/03/04): The Agricultural Business Development Scheme 
(ABDS) will help kick start projects in the Highlands and Islands. The scheme is aimed at farming and crofting 
families, and provides assistance towards investment in their agricultural holding and support to the 
development of new or existing diversification businesses.

FUNDING FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES (17/03/04):  Community projects throughout rural Scotland are to benefit from a 
share in £3.7 million over the next three years. The fund is made up of three component grant schemes:  The 
Rural Challenge Fund (RCF- offers grants to rural projects which propose innovative ways of tackling particular 
rural problems, or create a wider range of opportunities in rural areas), The Rural Strategic Support Fund 
(RSSF- offers grants to support Local Rural partnerships or community-led organisations to promote capacity 
building), and the Local Capital Grants Scheme (LCGS- offers grants for the building or upgrading of community 
facilities).

NEWS RELEASES

EUROPEAN EXPERTS JOIN CONFERENCE ON ANTONINE WALL WORLD HERITAGE STATUS (23/03/04 - HS):   
Frank McAveety met with European experts to mark the start of Scotland’s bid to win World Heritage Site status
for the Antonine Wall.  It is estimated that the bid will take two years to prepare and will involve consultation with 
locals, landowners, special interest groups and other stakeholders with an interest in the Antonine Wall.

BUDGET GIVES LITTLE COMFORT TO CHARITIES (17/03/04 - SCVO):  "The expected withdrawal of the 10% payroll 
giving supplement from the Treasury will put a significant dent in the £2.3 billion per annum that UK charities 
have raised through the scheme.  Additionally the abolition of the Advanced Corporation Tax Credit Relief from 
April will hit many charities hard and with no action to reduce the cost of Insurance Premium Tax, which remains 
at 5%, many charities and voluntary organisations will continue to struggle to meet this ever rising financial 
burden,” says Stephen Maxwell, associate director at SCVO.

MORE GREEN BELT THAN EVER BEFORE (29/03/04 - ODPM):  Since 1997, 25,000 hectares of green belt have been 
created in England, with a further 12,000 hectares due to be announced in local authority plans, according to 
statistics published today. This means more than 35,000 hectares of greenbelt to prevent urban sprawl.

LOCAL PLANNING AUTHORITY GREEN BELT STATISTICS – ENGLAND 2003 (29/03/04 - ODPM):  This Statistical 
Release presents statistics on designated Green Belt land in individual local authorities in England. It relates to 
the extent of Green Belt in 2003 and is based on a methodology in which the extent of the Green Belt is 
captured in digital (computerised) form from proposal maps in development plans.

PETITIONS

PE724 (05/04/04):  Petition by Grace McNeil calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to 
review its policy on green belt sites.

MOTIONS ‘That the Parliament…’

S2M-1101 - SUSTAINING AGRICULTURE AND SUSTAINING COMMUNITIES: … believes that sustaining a viable 
agricultural sector involves encouraging an increase in employment on Scotland’s land and that this would 
strengthen the contribution of agriculture to the viability of rural communities and contribute to the nutritional 
health of Scotland.  (Jamie Stone, 26/03/04)
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S2M-1107 - ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE: … notes a new report, Environmental Justice, published by the World 
Wide Fund For Nature (WWF), the Environmental Law Foundation and Leigh, Day and Co, which alarmingly 
shows that the civil justice system effectively prevents people who are concerned about the environment from 
going to court and that the criminal justice system fails to provide effective deterrents to environmental and 
wildlife crimes in England and Wales; further notes that the report surveyed over 50 respondents, including 18 
solicitors, 20 barristers and 15 non-governmental organisations, and found that 97% of those interviewed did not 
think that the civil law system delivered environmental justice, and urges the Scottish Executive to undertake a 
review of the civil and criminal justice systems in Scotland to ensure that the law properly protects the 
environment.  (Patrick Harvie, 26/03/04)

S2M-1152 - HARRIS SUPERQUARRY: … welcomes the decision by the multinational company, Lafarge to finally 
give up plans for a superquarry on Harris in the Western Isles; congratulates local people and the Scottish LINK 
Quarry Group for defending the local community against the threat to their economy and environment over more 
than a decade of campaigning, and considers that the current planning review provides a vital opportunity to 
improve the planning system to ensure that local communities across Scotland are better protected and less 
vulnerable to the power of multinational companies pursuing unsustainable and environmentally destructive 
developments.  (Eleanor Scott, 05/04/04)

NEW PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS  ‘ To ask the Scottish Executive…’

S2W-7184-7187 Linda Fabiani (25/03/04):  … whether it advised Scottish Power regarding its request to third 
party objectors to copy their submissions to Scottish Power in advance of recent local authority planning 
committee hearings in respect of the proposed wind farm at Whitelee Forest; how it will measure emissions 
savings resulting from the generation of electricity by wind turbines:  what plans it has to commission nationwide 
studies on the effect of wind turbines on the environment in order to comply with Council Directive 2001/42/EC, 
which comes into force in July 2004;   what advice it has given to planning authorities concerning the 
assessment and mitigation of peat slide risk at wind farm sites and whether this advice was reassessed following 
the peat slide at Derrybrien in the Republic of Ireland which a report from Applied Ground Engineering 
Consultants states was triggered by the construction of a wind farm.

S2W-7223 Mary Scanlon (26/03/04):  … what powers a national park has to ban (a) wind farms and (b) pylons.

S2W-7224-7225 Mary Scanlon (26/03/04):  … whether it will examine the cost-benefit analysis, environmental 
impact analysis and the impact on scenic heritage and tourism of the proposed Beauly to Denny transmission 
line;  and whether, if it considered that the Beauly to Denny transmission line would adversely effect the 
environment, scenic heritage and communities of the Highlands, it would recommend routing the transmission 
line underground in some areas.

S2W-7231 Elaine Smith (26/03/04):  … how many apprentices have been employed on the Holyrood project.

S2W-7237-7238 Mary Scanlon (26/03/04): … what sources of funding are available in order to keep the 
network of small piers and harbours accessible to tourists and local communities; and what the current budget is 
for the repair and maintenance of harbours.

S2W-7260 Shiona Baird (29/03/04):  … what grants are available for householders wishing to purchase rooftop 
wind turbines.

S2W-7262 Mr Kenny MacAskill(29/03/04):  … whether a cost-benefit analysis was sought by it or Transport 
Initiatives Edinburgh into the proposed tram scheme on Edinburgh and, if so, who conducted the analysis, when 
it was completed and will be published, whether it will detail the findings and conclusions of the analysis and 
whether the conclusion opposed the establishment of the scheme.

S2W-7314 David Davidson (31/03/04):  … what specific financial support it will be giving to the joint initiative by 
Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire councils to set up a forum involving business and community leaders to 
protect around 200 miles of fragile coastline from erosion.
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S2W-7319 David Davidson (31/03/04):  … when it will bring forward new planning guidelines on wind farm 
developments that take account of people’s environment and amenity.

S2W-7323 Alasdair Morgan (31/03/04):  … what support is available to ensure the continued operation of 
Kilmartin House Museum.

S2W-7421-7423 Stewart Stevenson (05/04/04):  … when it expects to complete the review into future funding 
for the voluntary sector and when a decision will be made; what specific factors are being taken into account in 
the formulation of a new funding regime for the voluntary sector, in light of the increasing responsibilities of the 
voluntary sector as a result of Executive and local authority policies; and whether any consultation has been 
undertaken directly with the voluntary sector regarding the development of a new funding formula for the sector.

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Q. S2W-6810 Sarah Boyack (11/03/04): … what discussions it has had with Her Majesty's Government in 
respect of the SUSTAINABLE BUILDINGS TASK GROUP.

A. None.  (Mary Mulligan, 31/03/04)

Q. S2W-7037 Shiona Baird (19/03/04):  E NERGY PERFORMANCE OF BUILDINGS

A. We are part of the implementation group set up by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister to identify the 
actions required to meet the requirements of the directive. (Mary Mulligan, 29/03/04)

Q. S2W-7019 Wendy Alexander (18/03/04):  PLANNED NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY GUIDELINE

A. The Review of the West Edinburgh Planning Framework arises from the UK Government White Paper 
The Future of Air Transport, and is necessary to accommodate the land use and transport planning 
issues consequent on the policy for the growth of Edinburgh Airport. It will safeguard land for the 
development of the airport; help facilitate the relocation of the Royal Highland Centre; and incorporate 
new rail, tram and road links to improve access and thereby assist development. It will also identify the 
opportunities once the crosswind runway is no longer operational for development in that area and 
intensification of development in Edinburgh Park.  (Mary Mulligan, 29/03/04)

Q. S2W-7021 Wendy Alexander (18/03/04):  A PPROVAL OF STRUCTURE PLANS

A. The Executive is currently taking forward a programme to modernise the development planning system. 
In the Review of Strategic Planning, Next Steps and Conclusions (June 2002) ministers agreed that 
structure plans were not required across the country and that new city region plans would be prepared 
for only the four largest cities – Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh and Glasgow.  A further consultation is 
expected shortly which will take forward the proposals and set out the detailed arrangements for the new 
city region plans, including proposals to increase the speed and transparency of the approval process.  
(Margaret Curran, 30/03/04)

Q. S2W-7045 Linda Fabiani (19/03/04):  T OWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1997
A. Scottish Planning Policy 1: The Planning System sets out the role of the European Convention on 

Human Rights within the planning system. The Executive undertook a review of existing planning 
legislation from the perspective of the European Convention on Human Rights in 1999. We concluded 
that the current planning system with its inbuilt checks and safeguards is compatible with the 
Convention. The Scottish Executive issued guidance on the Human Rights Act 1998 and ECHR to all 
public authorities, including planning authorities in January 2000. However, we keep under review the 
need to amend existing law and procedures (whether in the planning field or elsewhere) to comply with 
the Convention.  (Margaret Curran, 30/03/04)

Q. S2W-7059 Bill Aitken (19/03/04):  CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY 

A. Corporate insolvency law is almost wholly reserved to the UK Government under the Scotland Act 1998. 
It is for the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) to review the effect of insolvency legislation on 
industry. The Enterprise Act 2002, which followed a recent DTI review, contains provisions to promote 
company rescues. These provisions will be of direct benefit to small businesses in Scotland (and in the 
rest of the UK) such as sub-contractors in the building industry.  (Cathy Jamieson, 01/04/04)
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Q. S2W-7094, 7096-7097 Sandra White (22/03/04): PLANNING BILL

A. Consultations on planning issues are sent to a wide range of interested organisations and individuals, 
and they are also placed on the Executive's website. A typical consultation will involve us sending out 
600 printed copies and 635 email alerts, though for the forthcoming consultation on appeals we intend to 
send out about 2,000 printed copies. In line with the Executive's best practice on consultations, a list of 
the organisations to whom the consultation paper has been sent is included in the paper.  We have 
already consulted on several major issues which are likely to be included in a Planning Bill later this 
session. These include the modernisation of the development planning system as set out in our 2002 
document Review of Strategic Planning – Conclusions and Next Steps and public involvement in 
planning as set out in the 2003 White Paper Your Place, Your Plan.  We will shortly be consulting on 
appeals in planning and the implementation of changes to the development planning system, and further 
consultations are likely to be held on other issues which may be included in a Planning Bill.  (Margaret 
Curran, 31/03/04)

Q. S2W-7098 Jim Mather (22/03/04): AVAILABILITY OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING

A. The Executive's current review of affordable housing is examining both existing and new measures for 
improving availability of affordable housing. New measures under consideration include options for 
increasing the supply of land for affordable housing, other possible mechanisms through the planning 
system and the expansion of low cost home ownership.  (Margaret Curran, 02/04/04)

Information in the Bulletin is extracted from a number of websites (mainly Scottish Executive and Scottish 
Parliament). If you have any questions or comments on the above, or would like to submit information to be 
included, please get in touch with Jo Varley or Sharon Graham at the BEFS office on 0131 556 5353. 


