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CONSULTATIONS

CONSULTATION ON REGULATIONS IN SUPPORT OF THE BUILDING (SCOTLAND) ACT (27/04/04): Draft procedure and
fees regulations plus proposals for residential sprinkler systems. Further information can be found at:
http://mww.scotland.gov.uk/consultations/planning/bsarc-00.asp

TAKING IT ON. DEVELOPING UK SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY TOGETHER (21/04/04): A joint consultation
paper by the Scottish Executive, UK Government, Welsh Assembly Government, and the Northern Ireland
Administration, which will seek views on the content of a new strategy for sustainable development in the UK,
and the action required in order to make it happen. Further information can be found at:
http://mww.scotland.gov.uk/consultations/environment/tio. pdf

DEVELOPING A STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK FOR SCOTLAND’S MARINE ENVIRONMENT (19/04/04): The paper takes
forward the Executive’s Partnership Agreement commitment to consult on the best strategy for protecting and
enhancing all of Scotland’s coastline, including the options of establishing a national coastline park and marine
national parks. See: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations/environment/dsfsme-00.asp

FORTHCOMING CONSULTATIONS

DRAFT CHARITIES (SCOTLAND) BILL (expected out in Spring 2004) : The draft bill and accompanying
consultation paper set out our proposals for modern, proportionate regulation of charities in Scotland. Our plans
include: setting out a definition of charity; establishing a statutory charities register and regulatory body;
improving regulation of charity fundraising and accountability of charities to the public. The draft bill responds to
charities’ needs, for example by modernising the process for charity re-organisation, widening trustees’
investment powers and creating a limited liability legal form especially for charities.

PUBLICATIONS

CULTURAL PoLICY STATEMENT (22/04/04): Minister for Tourism, Culture and Sport’s statement on taking forward
the Cultural Review. See: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/education/ncs04-00.asp

EVENTS & TRAINING

ARCHITECTURE WEEK: This collection of events will take place from the 18" — 27" June 2004. Over 350 events,
exhibitions, and talks, celebrating architecture, the arts, and culture. Both adults and children welcome.
Find out more at www.architectureweek.com

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE NEWS RELEASES

PLUMBERS AND JOINERS 'VITAL TO ECONOMY' (30/04/2004): A modern, dynamic Scottish economy needs
plumbers, joiners and electricians every bit as much as it needs scientists and engineers, said First Minister Jack
McConnell, while speaking at the Chartered Institute of Builders Annual Dinner in Glasgow. He told the audience
of leading figures from the construction industries, that the Scottish government will continue to invest in the
skills of all of Scotland's workforce.



SAVING SCOTLAND’S BUILDINGS (29/04/2004): A special website has been launched to provide information on
properties of architectural or historic merit that are considered to be at risk. The Buildings at Risk Register for
Scotland is maintained by the Scottish Civic Trust on behalf of Historic Scotland and features the details and
images of over 1220 historic and architecturally important buildings across Scotland. Many of the properties
featured are available for purchase or lease, and all display considerable restoration or development potential.

PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING GRANTS (29/04/2004): Following the recommendations of the Housing Improvement
Task Force, funding for Private Sector Housing Grants paid to local authorities will total over £140 million in the
next two years, an increase of over 40 per cent since last year. This will allow local authorities to plan and
deliver funding for property improvements benefiting many families in poor living conditions.

MODERNISING BUILDING STANDARDS (27/04/2004):  Further consultations to help implement the new system of
building standards in Scotland next year, have been launched. Fewer building warrants will be required under
the new procedures for people who want to make physical alterations to their houses. Inspection of defective or
dangerous buildings will be made simpler to allow earlier detection of problems. The Executive will take this
opportunity to consult on the proposal to introduce residential sprinkler systems in new high rise blocks of flats,
residential care buildings and sheltered housing; New procedures for inspecting building work before, during,
and after completion, as well as a new 'Handbook' to help professionals understand how the system will work;
and the Reform of the current fee structure.

HOUSEHOLD PROJECTIONS FOR SCOTLAND (23/04/2004): Household projections for Scotland up to the year 2016
have been published. The release presents the projections of household numbers for local authorities and
structure plan areas, by household type and age-group of head of household. The projections are based on the
2002 mid-year household estimates, and are being initially released as web tables in the data library section of
the housing statistics branch website (http://www.scotland.gov.uk/stats/housing/hsbref ).

INDEPENDENT COMMISSION TO REVIEW CULTURE (22/04/2004): An independent commission will review all existing
cultural provision in Scotland over the next 12 month, making recommendations on the development of arts and
culture, aiming to promote much wider access, excellence and building on the nation’s reputation for creativity.
Culture Minister Frank McAveety told MSPs that the review was a “once in a generation opportunity” to look
seriously and with maturity at the place and provision of culture in Scotland.

EDINBURGH STATION UPGRADE (20/04/2004): Design work will start this month on improving access to Waverley
Station and increasing platform capacity to deliver real benefits for passengers. The Executive is fully funding
this first £3.7 million of design work for the redevelopment. The first phase of redevelopment would include work
to increase the capacity of the station’s ‘West Throat’ and the number of through platforms from 4 to 6. The new
platforms would be located on the north side of the Klondyke Wall and the south side of the Balmoral Wall. It is
estimated that this work would cost £150 million.

CONCORDE LANDS AT MUSEUM OF FLIGHT (19/04/2004): The Concorde's arrival at the Museum of Flight is a
landmark in the development of an inspiring visitor attraction. A special exhibition featuring the supersonic
airliner will contribute to visitor and tourist numbers as well as education programmes. Scottish Ministers have
fully supported the bid by NMS to bring a Concorde to Scotland and have pledged up to £2 million from the
existing culture budget for the development plans for the museum. The costs of transporting Concorde to East
Fortune are being met from this money. This support allowed NMS to fight off stiff competition from 60 bidders
around the world to secure this great aircraft.

NEWS RELEASES

NATIONAL SKILLS CENTRE FOR SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES (19/04/04 - ODPM): Government backing for a new
national skills centre to drive forward the commitment to thriving, well designed sustainable communities, has
been announced. Welcoming the Egan Skills Review , the Deputy Prime Minister endorsed Egan's call for a
cultural change in training and development of all occupations involved in taking forward the sustainable
communities agenda. The National Centre for Sustainable Communities Skills will develop world class generic
skills, identify skills gaps, review education and training available for core occupations, and encourage more
entrants into these professions. The Centre will be supported by a new taskforce made up of a range of



professional institutions, national organisations and skills bodies representing the core occupations identified by
Egan.

DELIVERING SKILLS FOR SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES EGAN SKILLS REVIEW (19/04/04 - ODPM): An ambitious vision
to identify and develop the skills needed for prosperous sustainable communities, has been outlined by Sir John
Egan in the Egan Skills Review , which calls for a cultural change in the skills, behaviours, knowledge and
training of more than 100 occupations involved in delivering sustainable communities. The Egan Skills Review
puts forward a challenging set of proposals for central and local Government, built environment professionals,
developers, public service providers, communities, and the business and voluntary sector, to drive forward the
skills agenda. The centrepiece of the review is a proposal for a National Centre for Sustainable Communities
Skills, to develop world class generic skill sets, including leadership, teamwork, communication, project
management, and partnership working.

WE WANT YOUR INPUT IN THE NEW PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE, SAYS HILL (19/04/04 - ODPM): The new Planning
Advisory Service (PAS) will open for business this autumn with the aim of providing support and advice for local
authorities in England.

NEW PETITIONS

PE732 (21/04/04): Petition by Norman Lawrie, on behalf of the Royal Burgh of Haddington and District
Community Council, calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to review the current
guidelines on new housing developments to ensure that a larger proportion is allocated to affordable housing.

MOTIONS & BILLS “7nat the Partiament...’

S2M-1162 - SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION REPORT: ... welcomes the report by the UK Sustainable
Development Commission, Shows Progress - But Must Try Harder; agrees with the commission’s criticism of
government’s fundamental belief that economic growth should be the driving force behind all policy decisions;
agrees that far more effort needs to be made to differentiate between sustainable growth that generates wealth
and social benefits without damaging the environment and unsustainable growth that damages people’s real
quality of life; notes that, of the twenty specific challenges for government laid down by the Commission, more
than half fall within the power of the Scottish Executive; notes that challenge 9 of the report calls specifically on
devolved administrations to "turn the initial strategies for sustainability that they have formulated into central and
effective drivers for change over the next five years", and calls on the Executive to take up that challenge and for
the Sub-Committee on a Sustainable Scotland to publish a response that addresses the other challenges that
fall within its powers. (Robin Harper, 19/04/04)

S2M-1163 - ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT: ... notes the report of Her Majesty’s Government’s Sustainable Development
Commission into the government’s environmental policy and condemns outright the fact that Her Majesty’s
Government has failed to agree a 60% reduction in road and air emissions, has continued in its environmentally-
damaging road building policy which if unchecked will result in a 25% increase in the volume of traffic in the next
seven years, has failed to introduce European directives on waste with the result that waste production has
increased faster than recycling, has failed to tackle poverty with more than 3.5 million children still living in
poverty, has failed to promote good health with both obesity and asthma levels increasing and has failed to
tackle the growing housing shortage with most housing unaffordable for young people. (Rosie Kane, 19/04/04)

S2M-1167 - THE DRAFT TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (FEES FOR APPLICATIONS AND DEEMED APPLICATIONS)
(ScoTLAND) REGULATIONS 2004: That the Communities Committee recommends that the draft Town and
Country Planning (Fees for Applications and Deemed Applications) (Scotland) Regulations 2004 be approved.
(Margaret Curran, 19/04/04)

S2M-1172 - LOSS OF GREEN SPACE AND LEISURE FACILITIES IN GLASGOW: ... notes with concern the continuing
loss of green space in Glasgow and other areas due to planning encroachment and, in particular, the threat to
the future of bowling greens, tennis courts, football fields, allotments and similar facilities and believes that the
Scottish Executive and local authorities should review land use policies, strengthen the protection of green
space and leisure facilities, enforce local planning policies, conservation and other planning protections



stringently and halt the development for other purposes of green space and leisure areas in pressurised urban
communities. (Robert Brown, 19/04/04)

S2M-1187 - PROMOTING TIMBER BUILDINGS: ... congratulates the Caithness area of Highland Council for
promoting the successful seminar "Tomorrow’s Houses Today" that explored the possibilities for creating
energy-efficient, eco-friendly housing using local materials; notes the participants’ conclusions that local timber
should be a key component in construction as it offers Scotland the use of a plentiful, renewable resource;
further notes the opportunities to create new house styles fit for localised climatic and landscape characteristics,
and considers that the Scottish Executive should quickly respond by reforming planning laws and building
regulations to encourage diverse architectural expression through the medium of timber construction for
affordable and sustainable homes and public buildings. (Rob Gibson, 26/04/04)

S2M-1188 - FUTURE OF CLYDE BOAT BUILDING AND MARINE FACILITIES: ... notes the historic boat and ship building
tradition on the Clyde and the need for comprehensive development of the waterfront that will fully respect and
cater for the river's marine heritage and regrets the loss of any existing boat and marine businesses to
residential development, such as through the proposals being pursued by Clydeport to develop the area
surrounding the Renfrew Ferry including the Clyde River Boat Yard and the "Old Garvel Yard".

(Robert Brown, 26/04/04)

S2M-1223 - ARCHAEOLOGY IN CAITHNESS: ... recognises the potential and significance of the archaeological
resource in Caithness and believes that this resource, if properly exploited, will prove to be a tourism asset in the
years to come. (Jamie Stone, 29/04/04)

NEW PARLIAMENTARY QU ESTIONS 70 ask the Scottish Executive...”

S2W-7565 Robin Harper (19/04/04): ... how it will respond to the UK Sustainable Development Commission's
report, Shows Promise - But must try harder.

S2W-7645 Wendy Alexander: ... when it will publish the next annual report of the Planning Audit Unit.

S2W-7646 Wendy Alexander: ... what the percentage targets are for decisions to be made in respect of (a)
major and (b) minor planning applications within (i) two and (ii) three months for (1) residential, (2) business and
(3) other developments.

S2W-7651 Wendy Alexander (22/04/04): ... whether it will provide a summary of the extent, location and
estimated costs of resolving current and known planned developments throughout Scotland, including the
timescale involved.

S2W-7655 Jackie Baillie (22/04/04): ... whether it can provide any information in respect of the size of land
banks available for development held by private housing developers and, if not, where such information can be
obtained.

S2W-7695 Rob Gibson (23/04/04): ... how many wind farm applications have been approved, broken down by
region.

S2W-7827 Linda Fabiani (28/04/04): ... whether it has made any representations to Her Majesty's Government
with regard to the impact of stamp duty land tax on the Scottish system of conveyancing land.

S2W-7862 Sarah Boyack (28/04/04): ... whether it will develop an action plan on flooding similar to that
developed by the UK Foresight Programme and whether it will require the Scottish Environment Protection
Agency, Scottish Natural Heritage and COSLA to contribute to such a plan, as their English counterparts have
done.

S2F-846 Robin Harper (27/04/04): To ask the First Minister when the Cabinet Sub-Committee on Sustainable
Scotland will next meet and what matters will be discussed.



S20-1977 lain Smith (19/04/04): ... how it will ensure maximum public involvement in its consultations on
Making Development Plans Deliver and Rights of Appeal in Planning.

S20-2013 Donald Gorrie (19/04/04): ... how it will protect communities affected by planning applications that
may have a negative impact on their environment or quality of life.

S20-2053 Patrick Harvie (19/04/04): ... what importance it places on school education about environmentally
and socially sustainable development.

S20-2058 Mark Ballard (19/04/04): ... what guidelines there are in respect of the granting of planning
permission for building new supermarkets.

S20-2134 Dennis Canavan (22/04/04): what recent consideration it has given to the application of the Nature
Conservation (Scotland) Bill to land owned by the Queen in her private capacity.

S20-2141 Carolyn Leckie (22/04/04): ... what plans it has to develop waste land for the benefit of young
people.

S20-2195 Karen Whitefield (22/04/04):  what progress it is making in the pursuit of environmental justice.

S20-2197 Kenneth Macintosh (22/04/04): ... how Scottish perspectives will be integrated into the review of the
UK Sustainable Development Strategy.

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Q. S2W-7184-7187 Linda Fabiani (25/03/04): W IND TURBINES

A. The Scottish Executive issues general advice to applicants about the contents of notices published in
connection with applications to the Scottish ministers for consent under the Electricity Act. The request
referred to is not included in that advice. The notices published by Scottish Power meet the
requirements set out in the Electricity (Applications for Consent) Regulations 1990 and it remains a
matter for the individuals involved whether to copy their responses to the applicant. Emissions savings
from wind power will vary depending upon the fuel that is displaced - displacement of coal will result in
higher emission savings than displacement of gas. The most recently published data shows that wind
generation in Scotland in 2002 accounted for 450 GigaWatt hours (GWh). This level of output could
reduce carbon emissions by between 45,000 and 90,000 tonnes. We have no plans to commission
such studies as the directive will apply to new plans and programmes started on or after 21 July 2004, or
old plans if they will not be adopted before July 2006. Individual wind farm developments are, and will
remain, subject to the requirements of the environmental impact assessment regulations. No such
advice has been issued. We are commissioning work to develop a risk assessment tool for use in
connection with wind farm developments on blanket peat. We shall, if necessary, issue advice to
planning authorities when this work has been completed.
(Lewis Macdonald, 26/04/04)

S2W-7223 Mary Scanlon (26/03/04): N ATIONAL PARKS / WIND FARMS

Wind farm developments with a capacity in excess of 50MW require consent under s.36 of the Electricity
Act 1989 following consultation with, among others, the National Park Authorities. Wind farms with a
capacity of 50MW or less require planning permission. Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park
Authority is responsible for determining applications for planning permission within its area. Applications
for planning permission within the Cairngorms National Park are submitted in the first instance to the
relevant local authority with the Cairngorms National Park Authority having powers to call in applications
for its determination. All overhead lines are subject to consent under section 37 of the Electricity Act
1989 and are subject to determination by ministers in consultation with interested parties.

(Lewis Macdonald, 22/04/04)
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S2W-7237-7238 Mary Scanlon (26/03/04): H ARBOURS
The Scottish Executive has two grant schemes that support harbours work, namely approximately £7.5
million for the provision of harbour facilities supporting lifeline ferry services in the Highlands and Islands
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and £400,000 for emergency repairs to fisheries harbours. However, responsibility for the repair and
maintenance of small piers and harbours, including such matters as accelerated low water corrosion
problems and dredging requirements consistent with expected usage, is a matter for the relevant
owners. Funding support may also be available from local authorities, local enterprise companies, the
European Union and the National Lottery Fund. (Nicol Stephen, 30/04/04)

S2W-7319 David Davidson (31/03/04): W IND FARM DEVELOPMENT
The Executive is satisfied that existing guidance and advice already takes proper account of both these
issues. (Mary Mulligan, 26/04/04)

S2W-7323 Alasdair Morgan (31/03/04): K ILMARTON HOUSE MUSEUM

Although the Scottish Executive provides grant-in-aid for the Scottish Museums Council, it does not
provide core funding for the local authority and independent museums throughout Scotland. The local
authorities have a statutory duty to make adequate cultural provision, and are at liberty to provide
funding to support the operation of independent museums such as Kilmartin House.

(Frank McAveety, 26/04/04)

S2W-7574 Helen Eadie (20/04/04): M ARINE ENVIRONMENT

The Scottish Executive is taking a strong lead in setting a vision for Scotland's marine environment and
identifying how best to deliver the sustainable development of our valuable marine resources. We are
publishing a consultation paper to seek views on how best to develop a strategic framework for
Scotland's marine environment. The consultation paper sets out the background to the importance of our
coastal and marine waters and the continuing pressures on them. It summarises our existing
international and EU obligations and describes the measures we already have in hand to meet them. It
presents an overarching vision for our marine environment with current supporting activities. And it
raises a number of open questions on what the key elements of a strategic framework should be, on
what structures might be needed to give effect to it and on what governance structure might be needed
for the future sustainable management of our coast and seas. The consultation paper takes forward our
Partnership Agreement commitment to consult on the best strategy for protecting and enhancing all of
Scotland's coastline, including the options of establishing a national coastline parks and marine national
parks. It also seeks views on whether any changes might be necessary to the following four specific
pieces of legislation relating to marine and coastal development consents for which the Scottish
Executive has devolved responsibility. (Allan Wilson, 30/04/04)

Information in the Bulletin is extracted from a number of websites (mainly Scottish Executive and Scottish
Parliament). If you have any questions or comments on the above, or would like to submit information to be
included, please get in touch with Jo Varley or Sharon Graham at the BEFS office on 0131 556 5353.



