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CONSULTATIONS

DRAFT GUIDANCE AND ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR THE PREPARATION OF SCOTTISH HOUSING QUALITY STANDARD
DELIVERY PLANS (11/05/04): Communities Scotland is seeking views on the draft guidance on preparing delivery
plans for the Scottish Housing Quality Standard, and the assessment criteria which will apply. For further
information: www.communitiesscotland.gov.uk/Web/Site/Whatwedo/SHQS _draft_guidance.asp

PUBLICATIONS

RECORDING ANGELS — A PROJECT TO PRESERVE THE MEMORIALS OF MIDLOTHIAN: Booklets which detail the
memorials of Midlothian (including gravestones, war memorials, stained glass windows, plaques of churches and
buildings, benches, trees, and other forms of commemoration) are now available for £2.50 + P&P. Further
information can be obtained by emailing recording.angels@btopenworld.com , phoning 0131 334 3911, or
checking out the website at: www.recordingangels.org.uk

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE NEWS RELEASES

GULBENKIAN PRIZE FOR EDINBURGH (12/05/2004): The Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art has won the
prestigious Gulbenkian Prize for Museum of the Year. The SNGMA decided to redevelop its extensive grounds
and reorganise its collection of out-door sculpture. Dumfriesshire-based architect Charles Jencks was
commissioned for an extraordinary centrepiece. The result, Landform (based on the concept of chaos theory) is
part sculpture, part garden, part land-art, a magical back-drop for everything from exhibition openings to the
Gallery's Fun Day for families.

LANDMARK YEAR FOR SCOTLAND'S ENVIRONMENT (12/05/2004):  An exhibition has opened celebrating the
contribution Scotland has made in establishing 379 internationally protected sites. Natura 2000 in Scotland is a
Scottish Natural Heritage exhibition being held at Our Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh, until the end of July.

CENTRAL SCOTLAND FOREST (10/05/2004): A new strategy for the Central Scotland Forest between Edinburgh
and Glasgow has been launched which focuses on improving quality of life for people, by making woodlands in
and around towns more accessible. The strategy highlights the need for action with improving the green space
near densely populated areas, transforming derelict land into greener and more attractive landscapes,
conserving and enhancing native woodlands and valuable heritage areas, improving and creating more
woodland and countryside access for communities and visitors, and maximising the benefits and value of forests
and woodlands. To date, almost 5,000 hectares of woodland have been established in the Central Scotland
Forest since 1995. More than 600 hectares of this is on derelict land, old mines and landfill sites.

ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN SCOTLAND (10/05/2004): Those with expertise in architecture, the built environment
and the planning system can apply for the key posts (nine in total) of Chair, Deputy Chair and Advisory Board
Members, with Architecture and Design Scotland (the new champion for the sector), The new body will have a
much wider proactive role in advocating the benefits of good design and architecture to a wide range of
organisations at national, regional and local level. Advisory Board Members will sit as the Design Review Panel
and also as a Policy Board for the new body.

MODERN APPRENTICESHIPS ON TARGET (06/05/2004): A key target to increase trainees on the Modern
Apprenticeship (MA) programme has been reached. More than 30,000 people are benefiting from high quality



training provided by the programme. In Programme for Government, a target of 20,000 apprentices in training by
2003 was set. This was achieved one year early. Building a Better Scotland committed to achieving 25,000
apprentices by 2006, and the Partnership Agreement increased this target to 30,000.

PARLIAMENT PASSES NATURE CONSERVATION BiLL (05/05/2004): The Scottish Parliament has approved the
Nature Conservation Bill. Environment and Rural Development Minister Ross Finnie called it a major step in
improving the conservation of Scotland's natural heritage. "The Nature Conservation Bill will make a real
contribution to the Executive's long term vision for sustainability and responsible stewardship of our

natural environment.”

NEWS RELEASES

NEW DAWN FOR PLANNING AS FLAGSHIP REFORMS RECEIVE ROYAL ASSENT (14/05/2004 - ODPM): The first new
Planning Act for more than a decade was granted Royal Assent last night, paving the way for a more flexible and
responsive planning system in England. The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act will enable communities to
play a more active role in creating better places to live and work, as well as making the planning system faster,
fairer and more efficient - ensuring the right developments in the right place, at the right time.

BETTER PLACES BY DESIGN (12/05/2004 - ODPM): Design coding could be the answer to speeding up the
delivery of new homes and buildings without shirking on good design. Design coding is part of the Government's
response to the recent reviews by Kate Barker and Sir John Egan. The pilots will test whether coding can
accelerate the delivery of better quality places with the sort of well built, well designed homes that communities
are so keen to see.

MORE COMMUNITIES TO BENEFIT FROM SUCCESS OF URBAN REGENERATION COMPANIES (11/05/2004 - ODPM): The
number of Urban Regeneration Companies (URCs) across the country will continue to grow. Despite meeting
the target of fifteen URCs set out in the Urban White Paper in 2000, ministers have decided to let further
communities benefit from the physical regeneration and economic gain these private public partnerships can
create.

HousE PRICE INDEX — MARCH 2004 (10/05/2004 - ODPM): The mix-adjusted average house price in the UK in
March 2004 stood at £161,306, up from £160,937 in February (not seasonally adjusted). UK annual house price
inflation in March 2004 was 7.8 per cent, down from 9.8 per cent in February. The largest fall in annual inflation
was in Scotland, down from 26.2 per cent in February to 22.3 per cent. Mix-adjusted average house prices for
Scotland (in March) were £101,628. The UK house price inflation rate for first time buyers fell to 10.0 per centin
March from 12.0 per cent in February. The average house price in the UK for first time buyers stood at £125,271
in March, while the average price paid by former owner occupiers stood at £180,833.

HOUSING TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS TAKEN ON BOARD BY GOVERNMENT (06/05/2004 - ODPM): The
Government has published its response to a Home Ownership Task Force report by accepting the majority of its
45 recommendations with the intention of implementing them. The Task Force was established by the Deputy
Prime Minister in the Sustainable Communities Plan to look at ways of helping social tenants and others in
housing need into home ownership, while minimising the loss of social housing.

PETITIONS

PE740 (07/05/04): Petition by David Barrie, on behalf of Dundee City Council, calling for the Scottish Parliament
to amend the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 to the effect of giving the democratically elected
planning authorities the final say on the planning merits of all applications competently before them for
determination with the current appeal provisions which pertain to Reporters’ decisions applying to appeals
against the decision of Planning Authorities.



MOTIONS ‘That the Parliament...’

S2M-1259 LocAL AUTHORITIES’ RIGHT TO APPEAL ON PLANNING ISSUES: ... considers that the proposed new
Planning Bill should include the right of a local authority, if it can demonstrate widespread public support for its
views, to appeal on planning grounds to the Scottish Executive and Court of Session against a decision by a
Reporter. (Donald Gorrie, 05/05/04)

S2M-1260 AcCLAIM FOR NATIONAL TRUST FOR SCOTLAND SITE AT CULLODEN: ... congratulates the National Trust
for Scotland on the high ranking given by American archaeologists to the battlefield of Culloden and urges local
authorities, tourist organisations and the owners of famous battlefields, such as Bannockburn, Stirling Bridge,
Falkirk, Killiecrankie, Prestonpans and the sites of Montrose’s battles, to co-operate in developing these as
exciting places for Scots and tourists to visit as part of an overall policy to recognise Scotland’s heritage and
develop it as a valuable educational and tourist resource.

(Donald Gorrie, 05/05/04)

S2M-1261 VETTING OF DEVELOPERS AND BENEFICIARIES IN PLANNING APPLICATIONS: ... considers that, in order to
reduce criminal activity and money laundering, the proposed new Planning Bill should introduce the requirement
that local planning authorities request and receive suitability reports from police and other relevant authorities to
ensure that, to receive planning consent for a significant development or to acquire that consent, developers and
beneficiaries must show that they are fit and proper persons.

(Donald Gorrie, 05/05/04)

NEW PARLIAMENTARY QU ESTIONS: 70 ask the Scottish Executive...’

S2W-8090 John H. Robertson (07/05/04): ... when National Museums of Scotland expects to complete
arrangements for the public display of Scotland’s Concorde and what temporary arrangements have been made
to enable visitors to the Museum of Flight at East Fortune to view the restoration of the airliner.

S2W-8124 Margaret Ewing (11/05/04): ... when it will introduce legislation to widen the criteria by which the
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator can investigate charitable organisations.

S2W-8153-8154 Ted Brocklebank (12/05/04): ... what studies it has made in the last five years into the
possibility of a second road bridge over the Forth in the Queensferry area; and whether any land has been
purchased by any party for use for a second road bridge over the Forth in the Queensferry area and, if so, when
it was purchased, how much land was purchased, how much the land cost and what it is currently being used
for.

S2W-8162 Stewart Maxwell (13/05/04): ... further to the answer to question S20-1992 by Cathy Jamieson on
22 April 2004, whether funding will be made directly available to places of worship for security improvements.

S20-2407 Bruce Crawford (13/05/04): ... what specific support it is providing to cities and towns to carry out
environmental improvement work.

S20-2446 Alex Neil (13/05/04): ... what its current target is for new housebuilding.

S20-2451 Sylvia Jackson (13/05/04): ... what progress is being made with the community ownership housing
programme.

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Q. S2W-7016 Wendy Alexander (18/03/04): P LANNING REFORM

A. The review of the Executive’s planning policy on housing, which led to the publication, in 2003, of
Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) 3 : Planning for Housing, was informed by an advisory group consisting
of representatives of local authorities, community councils, Homes for Scotland, Scottish Environment
Link and the Royal Town Planning Institute. The review was also informed by research - Edinburgh
College of Art / Heriot Watt University, School of Planning and Housing (2001): The Role of The
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Planning System in the Provision of Housing - commissioned by the Scottish Executive (Bib. number
11880). We will carefully consider the content and recommendations of the recently published report of
the Barker Review of Housing Supply, and consider what implications it has for the planning system in
Scotland. (Margaret Curran, 11/05/04)

S2W-7020 Wendy Alexander (18/03/04): P LANNING CONSULTATION

On 1 April we published two consultation papers, Rights of Appeal in Planning and Making Development
Plans Deliver. On 8 April we published a further consultation paper, Satellite Dishes and Other
Antennas: Consultation on Possible Changes to Planning Regulations. These papers were informed by
discussions with a wide range of stakeholders. Making Development Plans Deliver was additionally
informed by our programme of planning audits, pilot projects on local planning with Highland and South
Lanarkshire Councils and takes account of responses to the earlier consultation on the Review of
Strategic Planning. Current planning research projects which are relevant to our aim to modernise the
planning system include work on the use of model policies, case studies of public involvement and
resources for planning. (Margaret Curran, 11/05/04)

S2W-7144 Rhona Brankin (23/03/04): S USTAINABLE RURAL COMMUNITIES

In its dealings with local authorities, the Scottish Executive regularly makes clear its commitment to
sustainable rural communities. The Executive will shortly be publishing statutory guidance and advice
notes for Community Planning partners, including local authorities. Community planning is the main
vehicle for delivery of local services that meet the needs of rural communities. The guidance will include
material dealing specifically with rural development. (Peter Peacock, 06/05/04)

S2W-7466 Elaine Murray (13/04/04): R ENEWABLE ENERGY

The enactment of the Energy Bill will have no immediate impact on the Executive’s functions within the
territorial sea as we already have powers to consent proposals under section 36 of the Electricity Act
1989 within these waters. The Energy Bill contains additional powers in respect of offshore renewable
energy developments beyond the territorial sea and we are discussing with Her Majesty’s Government
arrangements for the extension of executively devolved powers in this area.

(Lewis MacDonald, 06/05/04)

S2W-7473 Stewart Stevenson (13/04/04): E MPTY BUILDINGS

| have asked Angiolina Foster, Chief Executive of Communities Scotland, to reply. Her response is as
follows: The Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 invites local authorities to submit a local housing strategy to
Scottish ministers and to provide a copy to anyone else on request. There is no formal requirement for
local authorities to "publish" a local housing strategy. To date, nine local authorities have submitted a
local housing strategy to Communities Scotland for assessment. Eight of these have been assessed:
City of Edinburgh Council, East Lothian Council, Glasgow City Council, Highland Council, Midlothian
Council, North Lanarkshire Council, South Ayrshire Council and West Lothian Council. The remaining
strategy was received recently and is awaiting assessment. All local authorities require to have
submitted their local housing strategy by 30 April 2004.

The issue of empty houses has been dealt with differently in each of the strategies assessed.

(Mary Mulligan, 13/04/04)

S2W-7484 Stewart Stevenson (13/04/04): R URAL VILLAGE HALLS

The Executive recognises the important role that rural village halls play in the life of their local
communities. They are often the focus of a rural community's social and community activities — allowing
groups to meet locally and providing other services such as internet access or advice surgeries that may
not be easily accessible otherwise. We want to ensure that communities across rural Scotland learn
from each other. With funding from the Scottish Executive Rural Voices programme in 2003-04, the
Collieston community in Aberdeenshire spoke to a wide range of village hall committees to learn from
their experience. We will be working with Collieston in the next few months to build on this work and
produce comprehensive guidance for rural communities across Scotland on developing village halls.
The Local Capital Grants Scheme is designed to assist local voluntary and community organisations to
provide new or upgrade existing community facilities for educational, social and recreational activities.
Projects can apply for 50% of eligible costs up to a grant limit of £100,000. (Ross Finnie, 07/05/04)
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S2W-7645-7646 Wendy Alexander (20/04/04): P LANNING

We propose to publish the report shortly. The Executive does not set performance targets directly
comparable to those in the question. There is a statutory duty for planning applications to be determined
in two months from the receipt of a valid planning application (four months where applications require an
Environmental Statement). This period can be extended with the agreement of the applicant. Scottish
Planning Policy (SPP) 1: The Planning System contains (in paragraph 86) the performance targets
which have been set for planning authorities and they are as follows: 80% of planning applications
should be determined in two months; 85%in three months; 90% of householder applications should be
determined in two months; 95%within three months, and 80% of major applications should be
determined within four months. SPP 1 can be viewed at:
http://mww.scotland.gov.uk/library5/planning/spp1-00.asp . (Mary Mulligan, 04/05/04)

S2W-7651 Wendy Alexander (22/04/04): D EVELOPMENT

As Allan Wilson’s answer confirmed, this is an operational matter for Scottish Water, and work is
currently underway in relation to the timescale involved for Scottish Water’s next investment programme.
| have asked the Chief Executive to write to you about this matter. This consultation process, which will
precede any decisions about resolving constraints on development and a number of other investment
priorities will take place in the summer and all members of the Scottish Parliament will receive a
personal copy of the consultation document. The search facility for further information can be found at:
http://mww.scottish.parliament.uk/webapp/search_wa . (Ross Finnie, 06/05/04)

S2W-7657Robert Brown (22/04/04): S USTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION

As yet there are no plans in place arising from the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development. | do, however, support in principle the objectives for the Decade, which go far wider than
just formal education, and officials in the Executive and Department for Education and Skills are
considering what action, if any, is necessary. (Peter Peacock, 06/05/04)

S2W-7665 Donald Gorrie (22/04/04): D EVELOPMENT

The Scottish Executive has not issued guidance to the Scottish Environment Protection Agency about
the acceptability or admissibility of digital photographs provided by a complainer as evidence in respect
of any alleged pollution incident or other environmental issue. (Allan Wilson, 06/05/04)

S2W-7695 Rob Gibson (23/04/04): W IND FARM

The information in the format requested for wind farms in excess of 1MW is available on the Executive
website: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/about/ELLD/EN-CS/00017058/pagel711523477.aspx

(Lewis MacDonald, 06/05/04)

S2W-7862 Sarah Boyack (28/04/04): F LOODING

The recently published UK Foresight Report on Future Flooding is supported by a Future Flooding
Action Plan to which the Executive contributed. In line with this plan, we will take into account the
outcome of the Foresight report in planning our flood risk management research and in the ongoing
development of the Executive’s own National Flooding Framework and associated action plan.

Output from the National Technical Advisory Group, which we established last year, will be integral to
the further development of the Executive’s Action Plan. The SEPA, SNH, COSLA and other key
stakeholders are represented on the National Technical Advisory Group and are making a valuable input
to the work of this group and, thereby, to the implementation of the Executive’s action plan.

(Allan Wilson, 11/05/04)

Information in the Bulletin is extracted from a number of websites (mainly Scottish Executive and Scottish
Parliament). If you have any questions or comments on the above, or would like to submit information to be
included, please get in touch with Sharon Graham or Jo Varley at the BEFS office on 0131 556 5353.



