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Built Environment

CONSULTATIONS

SNH CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED GUIDANCE ON LOCAL LANDSCAPE DESIGNATIONS (17/05/04): Scottish Natural
Heritage are consulting on the proposed draft guidance on local landscape designations. For further information
on this consultation, contact: Pete Rawcliffe at peter.rawcliffe@snh.gov.uk or on 0131 446 2218.

ScOTTISH RURAL PARTNERSHIP FUND CONSULTATION PAPER (28/05/04): This consultation paper on the Scottish
Rural Partnership Fund, a grants scheme for Scotland's rural communities, can be found at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations/rural/srpc-00.asp

DRAFT CHARITIES AND TRUSTEE INVESTMENT (SCOTLAND) BiILL (02/06/04): This consultation seeks comments on
the draft Charities (Scotland) Bill. The draft bill and accompanying consultation paper set out our proposals for
modern, proportionate regulation of charities in Scotland. Further information can be found at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations/social/dctib-00.asp

FORTHCOMING CONSULTATIONS

THE DISPOSAL OF LAND AT LESS THAN BEST PRICE (Spring 2004) : In pursuance of Section 11 of the Local
Government in Scotland Act 2003, Scottish Ministers will provide guidance to Local Authorities for the disposal of
local authority land at a consideration of less that what can be reasonably attained. This is a consultation on
these regulations.

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT GRANTS — DELIVERING FOR COMMUNITIES, MAKING THE SYSTEM WORK BETTER

(Summer 2004) : This consultation relates to the system of grants available from Scottish Ministers for the care
and enhancement of the historic environment. Views are invited on various proposals for making the system
more effective and efficient and for the introduction of a dedicated fund for the regeneration of historic areas in
decline.

PUBLICATIONS

PLANNING CIRCULAR 1 —2004 — THE TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (FEES FOR APPLICATIONS AND DEEMED
APPLICATIONS )(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2004 (01/06/04) : Prescribes the fees for planning applications made on
or after 1 June 2004. See: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/planning/circ104-00.asp

AN ECONOMIC ASSESSMENT OF THE COSTS AND BENEFITS OF NATURA 2000 SITES IN SCOTLAND 2004 FINAL REPORT
(03/06/04): This study was commissioned to conduct a detailed assessment of the economic costs and benefits
of the Scottish N2K sites. Such knowledge can improve the cost-effectiveness of managing these sites. Further
information can be found at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/environment/ean2k-00.asp

AGRICULTURAL FACTS AND FIGURES (04/06/04): See: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/agri/aff4-00.asp

CLIENT PACK - CONSTRUCTION WORKS PROCUREMENT GUIDANCE (10/06/04): Information for the procurement of
major capital construction projects can be found at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/finance/cpcwpg-00.asp

CLIENT PACK — THE SCOTTISH FINANCE MANUAL FOR MAJOR CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION WORKS — APPRAISAL ,
EVALUATION AND MAJOR INVESTMENT (10/06/04): Information for major construction projects can be found at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/finance/cpspfm-00.asp



EVENTS & TRAINING

HERITAGE & REGENERATION IN THE NEW COMMUNITY PLANNING ENVIRONMENT: This one-day conference will be
held on Wednesday the 16" June 2004, at the Centre for Contemporary Art (350 Sauchiehall Street) in Glasgow.
Organised by the Scottish Urban Regeneration Forum (SURF), the discussion will focus on Community Heritage
and Regeneration. This event is free, and further information can be obtained on 0141 445 2024 or by emailing:
Edward@scotregen.co.uk

FITTING THE BILL — CHARITY LAW REFORM IN SCOTLAND: This one-day conference will be held on Monday the 21
June 2004, at the Radisson SAS Hotel in Edinburgh. Organised by SCVO and the Scottish Executive,,
discussion will focus on the major strands of the proposed legislation on reforming Charity Law. Rates range
from £20 to £40 per person. Contact: Alex Thomson on 0131 474 6152 or at alex.thomson@scvo.org.uk

WIDENING THE RIGHTS — CLOSING THE OPPORTUNITY: This one-day conference will be held on Friday the 25" June
2004, at the Royal College of Physicians in Edinburgh. Organised by Friends of the Earth Scotland and the
Scottish Retail Consortium, discussion will focus on the series of Planning Consultations published by the
Scottish Executive on the 2™ April. The cost ranges from £99 to £249 per person. Further information can be
obtained from: Nicola Harris on 0131 272 2116 or at rights@holyrood.com

MSc IN CULTURAL HERITAGE STUDIES AT GLASGOW CALEDONIAN UNIVERSITY: An exciting and unique learning
experience in heritage and historic environment is available, which offers the opportunity to undertake study with
a leading Scottish applied research and consultancy team, within the School of Law & Social Sciences.
Programme information can be found at: http://www.lss.gcal.ac.uk/MSc_CHS.htm or from Prof. E.W.
McFarland on 0141 331 3499. The Couse begins September 2004.

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE BEFS OFFICE

On the 2" June 2004, the joint Scottish Environment LINK/BEFS Historic Environment Review Taskforce
launched the document The Bigger Picture: Investing in Scotland’s Historic Environment. This was the
outcome of months of work gathering together views from within BEFS on the state of Scotland’s historic
environment. The conclusions presented in the document and supporting web pages (www.befs.org.uk) are
that Scotland needs to step back and take a strategic look at the way we care for the historic environment, and
that we need to instigate annual State of the Historic Environment Reporting. The document was supported by
twenty-six stakeholders and it is hoped that Frank McAveety, Minister for Tourism, Culture and Sport, will
respond to the views of stakeholders sometime in the next few months. Copies of the document are available
from the BEFS office.

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE NEWS RELEASES

EIGHT APPOINTED TO CULTURE COMMISSION (11/06/2004) Scottish Ministers have agreed to appoint eight new
members to the independent Commission chaired by James Boyle, which started work on June 1. The Culture
Minister appointed composer Craig Armstrong; George Black, chief executive of Glasgow City Council; Gordon
Jeyes, director of children's services, Stirling Council; Brian Lang, principal, University of St Andrew's; Shonaig
Macpherson, senior partner McGrigors; Colin Marr, Eden Court Theatre; Lucy Mason, chief executive of Dance
Base; and businessman lan Ritchie.

HEALING SCOTLAND'S INDUSTRIAL SCARS (09/06/2004): Disused and rundown sites around places like
Greengairs in Lanarkshire are to be ‘greened' or transformed into productive use through a £20 million
regeneration fund. Under the Vacant and Derelict Land Fund, Glasgow will get £10 million, North Lanarkshire
£6 million and Dundee £4 million over two years to rehabilitate over 150 hectares of former industrial sites,
landfill sites, and derelict housing. Many of these sites have lain derelict for over 15 years. The investment,
being provided to local authorities, aims to repair the sites and prepare them for further development for
business, residential or recreational use.



EDINBURGH’S CHAMPION APPROACH TO TOURISM (08/06/2004): A team of Champions has been formed to put
Edinburgh on the global map as a ‘must-see’ contemporary European capital city. They will spearhead a new
action plan that aims to create the quality of experience demanded by 21st Century ‘net-age’ visitors who have a
choice of world destinations at their finger tips.

SCOTTISH BUILDING STANDARDS AGENCY (03/06/2004): The Scottish Building Standards Agency will be
responsible for promoting the health, safety and welfare of people in and around buildings. It will also provide
technical support on building standards related work undertaken by the Executive. The SBSA will evolve from
the existing Building Standards Division of the Scottish Executive which is currently based at Victoria Quay in
Edinburgh. The SBSA will implement and manage the modernised building standards system introduced by the
Building Scotland Act 2003. It will commence operations in June 2004 and will now move to identify suitable
property in Livingston, creating 30 new jobs in addition to the existing 17 positions with the Scottish Executive.

FAIR DEAL FOR TENEMENT HOMEOWNERS (03/06/2004):  Stairhead stand-offs could be resolved by proposals to
make it easier to repair Scotland's 800,000 tenements and flats. Speaking ahead of the Stage 1 debate on the
Tenements Bill , Deputy Communities Minister Mary Mulligan said it was vital that homeowners were given the
powers to maintain their properties without being vetoed by neighbours.

NEWS RELEASES

CHARITIES URGED TO SEIZE HISTORIC OPPORTUNITY (04/06/2004 - SCVO): Charities and voluntary organisations
across the country have been urged to respond to the draft Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Bill —
and play their part in revolutionising the legal framework which underpins their enormous contribution to public
good. The long-awaited Bill was finally published this week and will now be the subject of further consultation
(until August 25) before being introduced to Parliament later this year. It sets out a number of ground breaking
measures.

DRAFT BILLS SIGNAL NEw DAWN FOR CHARITY LAW (28/05/2004 - SCVO): The historic overhaul of antiquated
charity law in the UK takes a significant step forward this week with the long-awaited publication of the draft
Charities Bill in England and Wales, and the indication in the Scottish Parliament of the imminent publication of
the parallel Scottish Bill. Voluntary organisations are hoping the measures being brought forward across the UK
will help the sector re-kindle public confidence and trust after a lengthy campaign to overhaul the law. Included
in the English and Welsh Bill, published on Thursday, are 12 new ‘public benefit' categories replacing the 400-
year old common law definition of charities and the old four ‘heads’ of charity: the relief of poverty, advancement
of education, advancement of religion and other benefits to the community.

PEOPLE MUST HAVE THEIR SAY ON LOCAL DEVELOPMENT, SAYS CARWYN JONES (09/06/2004 — NAW Planning) :
Changes to the way local councils allocate land for housing, business and leisure use in development plans
have been put forward for the public to have their say. The Welsh Assembly Government requires all local
authorities to produce development plans, and wants local authorities in future to ensure the public is fully
involved in preparing all future development plans.

MINISTER APPOINTS NEW CHAIR OF THE HISTORIC BUILDINGS COUNCIL FOR WALES (09/06/2004 — CADW):
Richard Keen, a self-employed consultant from Carmarthenshire, succeeds Thomas Lloyd as chair of the
Assembly's expert advisory group on the built heritage of Wales.

WE CAN, AND MusT, EMBRACE RENEWABLE ENERGY (04/06/2004 - Welsh Assembly Govt) : The Minister for
Environment, Planning and Countryside Carwyn Jones attended a major conference on Sustainable
Development in Bonn, Germany, in representation of the International Network of Regional Governments for
Sustainable Development (nrg4SD), of which the Assembly is a founder member. The International Conference
for Renewable Energies aims to translate into action an important decision taken at the World Summit on
Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg 2002 where it was agreed to make significant progress on the
expansion of renewable energies.

CULTURE MINISTER ANNOUNCES NEARLY £300,000 FUNDING FOR HISTORIC BUILDINGS IN WALES (May '04 - CADW) :
Eleven of Wales's most important historic buildings are to benefit from a share of nearly £300,000 in grants from
the Welsh Assembly Government. The grants, ranging from £1,500 to £60,000, have been awarded to carry out
essential repairs and restoration work to these buildings. These projects have been assessed by Cadw, the
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historic environment agency of the Welsh Assembly Government, and awards are made on the recommendation
of the Historic Buildings Council for Wales.

MOTIONS & BILLS ‘7hat the partiament...”

S2M-848 TENEMENTS (SCOTLAND) BILL: ... agrees to the general principles of the Tenements (Scotland) Bill.
(Margaret Curran, 01/06/04)

S2M-1329 AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN NORTH-EAST FIFE: ... notes with concern the shortage of affordable housing
for rent or sale in many communities in north-east Fife; recognises that this is due to many factors including the
decline in the amount of public sector rented accommodation, the popularity of many communities as retirement
and holiday locations and, in the case of St Andrews, the accommodation needs of the growing student
population; expresses its concern about the difficulties faced by many people in trying to obtain affordable
accommodation in their own communities and the pressures on rural services such as schools, and considers
that Fife Council, Communities Scotland and the Scottish Executive should develop an effective housing plan for
north-east Fife that addresses these concerns to ensure viable, vibrant and sustainable communities throughout
north-east Fife. (lain Smith, 01/06/04)

S2M-1369 SOUTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL PLANNING FOR SYDES BRAES: ... deeply regrets the decision of South
Lanarkshire Council’s planning committee to approve the application for the construction of a crematorium at the
Sydes Braes site in High Blantyre; notes that this decision was taken in spite of almost 2,000 letters of objection
from local residents, and believes that any further action in relation to the application should not be taken without
a public inquiry which takes full and proper account of local views on the proposals. (Donald Gorrie, 01/06/04)

S2M-1403 THE DRAFT TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS) (SCOTLAND) ORDER 2004:
That the Communities Committee recommends that the draft Town and Country Planning (Electronic
Communications) (Scotland) Order 2004 be approved. (Margaret Curran, 03/06/04)

NEW PARLIAMENTARY QU ESTIONS: 70 ask the Scottish Executive...’

S2W-8639 Johann Lamont (01/06/04): ... when it plans to publish new legislation to reform charity law.
S2W-8678 Des McNulty (03/06/04): ... where the Scottish Building Standards Agency will be located.
S2W-8679 Rhona Brankin (03/06/04): ... how it ensures that local authorities protect the built heritage.

S2W-8680 Rhona Brankin (03/06/04): ... how it ensures that historic buildings in private ownership do not
become a danger to the public.

S2W-8695 Jean Turner (03/06/04): ... whether it has any plans to replace the remaining Victorian buildings
on the Glasgow Royal Infirmary campus and, if so, how this will affect any development at Stobhill Hospital.

S2W-8700 Alex Johnstone (03/06/04): ... how many (a) statutory sites have been designated under
international conventions and directives, (b) non-statutory sites have been designated as sites of national
importance, (c) statutory sites have been designated under national statutes and (d) other non-statutory site
designations have been made and how much land has been covered by each category of designation,
expressed also as a percentage of all designated land, in each of the last seven years.

S2W-8778-8879 Alex Johnstone (07/06/04): ... what action it is taking to protect fossils; and what legal
protection exists to secure the future of fossil sites.

S2W-8782 Alex Johnstone (07/06/04): ... what role the Scottish Environment Protection Agency has in
assisting local authorities assess planning applications by providing information on capacity and future demand,
locally and nationally, for waste disposal provision such as landfill sites.



S2W-8788-8789 Elaine Murray (07/06/04): ... what powers are available under the (a) Building (Scotland) Act
1959, (b) Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982, (c) Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 and (d)
Local Government in Scotland Act 2003 to address environmental problems caused by unoccupied derelict or
abandoned buildings; and how its proposals for the development of Business Improvement Districts will address
environmental problems caused by unoccupied derelict or abandoned buildings in small towns and villages.

S2W-8820-8821 Rosemary Byrne (08/06/04): ... what information it uses when determining renewable energy
policy; and what information it uses in determining grant levels for renewable energy development.

S2W-8859 Rob Gibson (10/06/04): ... when it will begin work on its next 10-year transport plan.

S2W-8904 Jamie McGrigor (10/06/04): ... how much has been spent to date on recruitment and retention of
cultural co-ordinators for schools by (a) it, (b) local authorities and (c) the Scottish Arts Council.

S2W-8928 Kenny MacAskill (11/06/04): ... whether it has any plans to intervene to support the proposed
relocation of the original structures of the 1738 remnants of George Watson’s Hospital which, as part of the old
Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, are scheduled for demolition.

S2W-8929-8931 Kenny MacAskill (11/06/04): ... how many listed buildings it has approved for demolition in
each year since 1999, broken down by grade of building; what criteria have to be met in order for it to approve
the demolition of listed buildings, broken down by grade of building; and whether there is any requirement for it
to take the advice of Historic Scotland in respect of the demolition of listed buildings.

S2W-8938 Alasdair Morgan (11/06/04): ... whether it expects to advertise any senior posts within Historic
Scotland in the forseeable future.

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Q. S2W-8249 Alex Johnstone (17/05/04): L AND REFORM (SCOTLAND)ACT 2003

A. Part 1 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 establishes rights of responsible access to land in
Scotland. Under the act, land owners have a duty to manage their land responsibly with respect to
access rights. Guidance on responsible management of land will be included in the Scottish Outdoor
Access Code, which will shortly be laid before Parliament. The terms of the proposed code, which has
been prepared by Scottish Natural Heritage, advises that land owners should provide gates, gaps or
other access points for the public to exercise their rights of access, when putting up a fence over long
stretches of open country. (Allan Wilson, 01/06/04)

S2W-8308 Shiona Baird (19/05/04): R ENEWABLE ENERGY

The basis of payment of community benefits in respect of wind farm developments is one of voluntary
agreement between the local community and the developer, and the information requested is therefore
not held centrally. (Lewis Macdonald, 02/06/04)
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S2W-8333 Donald Gorrie (20/05/04): C ONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY

The Executive supports the aims of the Construction Licensing Executive (CLE) to combat "cowboy"
builders within the domestic market through a licensing scheme. The Building (Scotland) Act 2003 will
permit certification of work by Approved Certifiers of Construction. It is expected that trade associations
which are licensed by the CLE, such as plumbers and electricians, will develop such schemes and
approach the new Scottish Building Standards Agency for approval. (Lewis Macdonald, 02/06/04)
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S2W-8335 Donald Gorrie (20/05/04):  BUILDING CONTROL

Building control inspections are specifically for the purpose of deciding whether to grant a completion
certificate. Records of completion certificates granted are held by individual local authorities.

(Mary Mulligan, 02/06/04)
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S2W-8639 Johann Lamont (01/06/04): C HARITY LAw

In September 2003 | announced that, after listening to the sector and other stakeholders, | would publish
a draft Bill to provide the regulatory framework that Scottish charities need and deserve. | am pleased to
publish today a draft Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Bill for consultation. The draft Bill is a
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wide-ranging piece of legislation, bringing Scottish charity law requirements together in one place. It sets
out a number of important measures including: creating a Scottish definition of a charity, with a public
benefit requirement; providing for the newly-established Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator to
become an independent statutory body with an enhanced range of powers, including granting charitable
status and maintaining a statutory register of all charities operating in Scotland; and provisions to better
regulate fundraising activity by and for charities. The draft bill also takes forward a number of measures
which have been called for by charities for some time, including the creation of the new Scottish
Charitable Incorporated Organisation, making charity re-organisation easier and widening trustees’
investment powers. Copies of the draft bill (Bib. number 32822) and associated consultation paper (Bib.
number 32823) have been placed in the Parliament’s Reference Centre, and an electronic version will
be made available on the Executive’s website at www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations. The consultation
period ends on 25 August. | look forward to introducing the bill to Parliament at a suitable opportunity,
once | have considered the views that will be expressed during this consultation period.

(Margaret Curran, 01/06/04)

Information in the Bulletin is extracted from a number of websites (mainly Scottish Executive and Scottish
Parliament). If you have any questions or comments on the above, or would like to submit information to be
included, please get in touch with Sharon Graham or Jo Varley at the BEFS office on 0131 556 5353.



