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BULLETIN(25 )  29 JUNE 2004

PUBLICATIONS

CONTINUOUS SCOTTISH HOUSE CONDITION SURVEY CONSULTATION REPORT (25/06/04):   A Report outlining the 
content of the Consultation.  See:  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations/energy/cshcs.pdf

SCOTLAND'S TRANSPORT FUTURE: THE TRANSPORT WHITE PAPER - JUNE 2004 (16/06/04):  The white paper sets out 
the vision for transport, and its proposals represent a radical reform of transport delivery at national and regional 
levels across Scotland.  See:  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/transport/stfwp-00.asp
  
NATIONAL DOSSIER ON EDUCATION AND TRAINING IN SCOTLAND 2004 (19/06/04):  The National Dossier is a 
comprehensive description of all sectors of education and training in Scotland. It is published annually by SEED 
and is part funded through the EU's EURYDICE network.  Further information can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/education/etsnd4-00.asp

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND ACT) 1997 - EDINBURGH AND THE LOTHIANS STRUCTURE PLAN - FINAL 

MODIFICATIONS (17/06/04):  Scottish Ministers have approved the Edinburgh and the Lothians Structure Plan.
The Plan provides a long term vision to shape development and safeguard the environment in the area until 
2015. Further information can be found at:  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/planning/elspfm-00.asp

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE URBAN RURAL CLASSIFICATION 2003-2004 (17/06/04):  This document contains background 
information and guidance on the use of the Scottish Executive (SE) 6-fold and 8-fold urban rural classifications.  
See:  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/rural/seurc-00.asp

REVIEW OF HERITAGE PROTECTION: THE WAY FORWARD (28/06/04 - DCMS) :  This document contains a summary 
of the responses to this consultation paper, and to the Historic Environment Records consultation.  It also sets 
out a series of measures by which the Government aims to achieve effective and lasting reform. See:
http://www.culture.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/enszytapbgvje7hfoawcup6v4mtbvcselsa4d3gmkas27hqq3cipc7n
qinclxwv6hveyw4542vvj7rlllqblt27nz4f/reviewofheritageprotection.pdf

EVENTS & TRAINING

SUSTAINING EUROPE’S CULTURAL HERITAGE – FROM RESEARCH TO POLICY:  The 6th European Commission 
Conference will be held from the 1st-3rd September 2004, at the Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre, 
Westminster, London.  Further information can be found at:  www.ucl.ac.uk/sustainableheritage/ec-
conference or by emailing sustainableheritage@hamptonmedical.com .

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN THE UK & SCANDINAVIA – LEARNING FROM EACH OTHER:   This International Conference 
will take place from the 15th – 17th September 2004 at Glasgow Caledonian University.  Further information can 
be found at:  http://www.gcal.ac.uk/conferences/tourism/index.html

DOMESTIC TEXTILES STUDY DAY:  This event is scheduled for the 30th September 2004, at Newliston House in 
Edinburgh.  Organised by the Historic Houses Association for Scotland, and supported by Historic Scotland and 
The Russell Trust, the focus of the day will be on the history, use and care of domestic textiles.  The cost is £30 
including lunch and refreshments, and further information can be found by contacting:  Clare Sorenson on 0131 
662 1456
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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE NEWS RELEASES

TREASURE TROVE PANEL APPOINTMENTS (25/06/2004):  Three new members have been appointed to the 
Treasure Trove Advisory Panel.  Frank McAveety has announced the appointment of Adrian Cox, Patricia 
Weeks and Ronald Smith.  The Treasure Trove Advisory Panel is a small specialist Panel which gives 
independent advice to the Queen's and Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer, the Crown's representative in 
Scotland, on whether finds of historical items, made by members of the public, should be acquired on behalf of 
the nation for allocation to a Scottish museum.

NEW CEO FOR HISTORIC SCOTLAND (23/06/2004): John Graham was today announced as the new Chief 
Executive of Historic Scotland by the Permanent Secretary. Mr Graham will succeed Graeme Munro who is due 
to retire in August 2004. Mr Munro was appointed first Director and Chief Executive of Historic Scotland when it 
was established in 1991. He will retire just after his 60th birthday having been with the civil service for over 36 
years. 

WESTERN ISLES SCHOOL BUILDINGS PROGRAMME (21/06/2004):  Schools in the Western Isles are set to share in 
Scotland’s biggest ever school buildings programme.  Education Minister Peter Peacock announced today that 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar is joining the Public Private Partnership (PPP) building programme, with Executive 
support for a £48 million project.  Across Scotland, 29 councils are now part of the current PPP programme 
involving total investment of over £2.2 billion.

NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE FOR RCAHMS (18/06/2004): The appointment  of a new Secretary (Chief Executive) of the 
Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland has been announced.  The new 
Secretary is Mrs Diana Murray, who is currently Curator Depute of the National Monuments Record of Scotland 
at the Royal Commission.

BORDERS MARKET TOWNS PRAISED (14/06/2004): Regeneration partnerships are already making a real difference 
to businesses and communities in the Borders and are playing a leading role in growing the local economy, as 
reflected by various regeneration projects in Hawick, Selkirk, Walkerburn and Peebles. Finance Minister Andy 
Kerr visited Newton St Boswells where he met with the Scottish Borders New Way Forum.

COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP CLICKS INTO PLACE (14/06/2004):  New laws which give local groups rights to buy land 
have come into effect, with the launch of the Community and Crofting Community Right to Buy provisions.  This 
marks a significant step in delivering the Executive’s Land Reform programme.  

NEWS RELEASES

NEW ONLINE INFORMATION SERVICE WITHOUT EQUAL IN EUROPE (21/06/2004 - HS):   Frank McAveety has 
launched PASTMAP, a new on-line information service about Scotland’s historic environment.  PASTMAP, 
which is on a scale not paralleled anywhere else in Europe, is a major joint initiative by Historic Scotland and the 
Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS). The new web site will 
provide information for individuals who are interested in Scotland’s past and for landowners and managers, 
solicitors and estate agents who want to know where protected sites and buildings are.

IMPROVED PLANNING PERFORMANCE GOOD FOR EVERYONE (25/06/2004 - ODPM):   Applications for new homes, 
shops and even household extensions are being dealt with faster, according to figures published by the Office of 
the Deputy Prime Minister. 

NEW PETITIONS

PE755 (17/06/04):  Petition by Roger Knox, on behalf of Ravensheugh Tenants’ and Residents’ Association, 
calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to review its guidance to local authorities to 
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ensure that adequate public consultation is carried out in relation to planning proposals such as the development 
of Musselburgh Ash Lagoons.

MOTIONS & BILLS  ‘That the Parliament…’

S2M-1527 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN PLANNING:  … regrets Glasgow City Council’s decision to grant planning 
permission for 22 flats and a restaurant to be built in an outstanding conservation area along the River Kelvin in 
Glasgow’s West End; notes that the development will destroy the beauty of the locality and lead to the 
obliteration of an important wildlife corridor; further notes that the development will jeopardise the future of small, 
locally-owned, nearby businesses; believes that the absence of a third party right of appeal in the planning 
system allows developers to have a huge advantage over communities; further believes that the appropriate 
response to private sector critics of third party rights is to develop positive and constructive ideas for the smooth 
functioning of a planning system which treats all parties fairly; expresses concern over recent media reports that 
the Scottish Executive is considering dropping plans to widen rights of appeal in planning; seeks reassurance 
that the current consultation on wider rights of appeal has not been compromised by these reports; believes that 
the Executive should genuinely listen to the views of everyone who responds to their current consultation and 
should actively solicit responses to the consultation from communities who might otherwise fear that a decision 
has already been taken, and considers this to be a touchstone issue in relation to the Executive’s stated 
commitment to environmental justice.  (Patrick Harvie, 23/06/04)

S2M-1531 FALKIRK WORLD HERITAGE SITE BID:  … notes the important role that tourism and heritage play in 
Scotland; recognises that the Antonine Wall is of national and international importance, and congratulates 
Falkirk Council and Historic Scotland on setting up a steering group to submit a bid to make the Antonine Wall 
and the many Roman sites throughout Falkirk a world heritage site.  (Michael Matheson, 24/06/04)

NEW PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ‘To ask the Scottish Executive…’

S2W-8974 Sarah Boyack (14/06/04):  … whether there has been any take-up of the extension of Scottish 
Community and Householder Renewables Initiative grants to builders and developers.

S2W-9067 Fergus Ewing (16/06/04):  … whether the impact of regulations in respect of the development for 
housing of brown field sites is justified; whether the system in respect of such regulations should be simplified, 
and whether it has carried out any research into additional costs for housing development resulting from 
compliance with such regulations.

S2W-9070 Chris Balance (16/06/04):  … when it now expects to publish the futurebuilders programme.

S2W-9094 Murdo Fraser (17/06/04):  … whether it will publish any report it has received from the Head of 
Planning at West Lothian Council in respect of planning and the implications of a third party right of appeal.

S2W-9108-9109 Rhona Brankin (17/06/04):  …, in light of the contribution that Scotland has made, and is 
making, to stained glass design and construction, what measures it is taking to ensure that design and craft skills 
are being taught in a manner, and to an extent, that will ensure the maintenance of the tradition of creating 
stained glass and that will allow surviving works to be adequately conserved for the enjoyment of the Scottish 
people and visitors to Scotland;  what facilities it funds (a) directly and (b) indirectly through grant aid to local 
authorities to ensure that stained glass from buildings being demolished or altered is adequately stored, 
conserved and where possible reused.

S2W-9110 Rhona Brankin (17/06/04):  …, in light of its commitment to stimulating creativity in young people, 
what provision it makes available to schools and colleges to develop seeing and drawing skills and to ensure 
that adequate craft skills are in place to allow a high standard of artistic impression to be delivered and whether 
it will consider setting up a working party to develop such provision.

S2W-9139 Adam Ingram (18/06/04):  … which schools in (a) South Ayrshire and (b) East Ayrshire have allowed 
the erection of telecommunication masts on their buildings and where each such school is located.
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S2W-9140 Adam Ingram (18/06/04):  … how long the Ecclesiastical Exemption Pilot Scheme for work to 
buildings in ecclesiastical use, set up by Historic Scotland, will continue.

S2W-9152-9153 Colin Fox (21/06/04):  … what plans it has to discontinue the means test for disabled people 
seeking a home improvement grant for adapting their home;  and what the impact has been of the introduction of 
means testing on those who apply for a home improvement grant.

S2W-9172 Fergus Ewing (21/06/04):  … what action it is taking to promote the restoration of Kinloch Castle; 
whether Kinloch Castle is on the Scottish Civic Trust’s buildings at risk register and, if so, what implications this 
has for the castle’s future and whether this renders it eligible for any public funding towards the costs of its 
restoration.

S2W-9258 Michael Matheson (23/06/04):  … whether its officials have attended any meetings of the Building 
Regulations Advisory Committee at the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister in the last year and, if so, on which 
dates.

S2W-9319 Fergus Ewing (24/06/04):  … whether it has considered using existing reports and studies obtained 
by the owners of Castle Tioram in relation to the building’s structure, history and culture.

S2W-9368-9369 Jackie Baillie (29/06/04):  … on how many occasions it has met with (a) the CBI and other 
private sector organisations, (b) community groups and (c) other organisations to discuss rights of appeal in
planning and related issues in the last year;  and what steps have been taken to involve the public as fully as 
possible in the consultation on rights of appeal in the planning system.

S2W-9396-9397 Mary Scanlon (29/06/04):  … what action is being taken to encourage low-cost home 
ownership developments;  and how it will encourage private developers to meet affordable housing needs.

S2W-9425 Mary Scanlon (29/06/04):  … what its position would be on the Cairngorms National Park authority’s 
prohibition on wind farm developments in circumstances where an application is made for wind farms of over 50 
megawatts.

S2F-962 Nora Radcliffe (22/06/04):  … whether the Scottish Executive will include a third party right of appeal 
as part of a fundamental reform of the planning system. 

S2O-2855 Mark Ballard (17/06/04):  … how guidelines on building on green belt land are being implemented. 

S2O-2858 Mark Ruskell (17/06/04):  … whether rolling out wind farms on a case-by-case basis is appropriate.

S2O-2867 Susan Deacon (17/06/04):  … what role the new appointments to the Culture Commission will play. 

S2O-2909 Mike Rumbles (24/06/04):  … what action it is taking to encourage diversification in the use of forests 
and timber.

S2O-2924 Susan Deacon (24/06/04):  … what steps are being taken to ensure that necessary infrastructure is in 
place to support housing and other new developments. 

S2O-2967 Carolyn Leckie (24/06/04):  … what input its Environment and Rural Affairs Department has had to 
the consultation on the third-party right of appeal in respect of planning applications with an environmental 
impact. 

S2O-2977 Mark Ruskell (24/06/04):  … how the environmental impact of multiple proposed windfarm 
developments in a given area should be assessed. 

S2O-2984 Patrick Harvie (24/06/04):  … how the role of the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator and the 
Inland Revenue will be co-ordinated to ensure that organisations receive tax exemption when recognised as a 
Scottish charity. 
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S2O-2992 Jeremy Purvis (24/06/04):  … what discussions the Minister for Environment and Rural Development 
has had with the Minister for Communities on the implications for rural development of the supply of social 
housing in rural areas.

S2O-2994 Robert Brown (24/06/04):  … what steps it is taking to meet its environmental targets in cities. 

QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Q. S2W-8237 Kenny MacAskill (17/05/04):  C ULTURE COMMISSION

A. I have established the Cultural Commission as an independent short-life advisory body and 
appointments to this body do not fall within the remit of the Commissioner for Public Appointments.  
Scottish ministers are firmly of the view that James Boyle, who is highly respected by the cultural 
community and has brought impressive initiative and leadership to the Scottish Arts Council, is uniquely 
qualified to lead the commission. The other commission members will require to be highly experienced 
people who understand Scotland's rich and complex cultural landscape. The members have been 
selected by the chair of the commission and formally appointed by Scottish ministers today. Membership 
of the commission will be publicised in a separate announcement.  James Boyle will receive 
remuneration which is, in effect, the same rate of remuneration as he received as Chair of Scottish Arts 
Council: £359 per day, which will increase to £366 per day with effect from 1 August 2004. His term of 
office will be 12 months.  On the recommendation of the Committee on Standards in Public Life, all 
applicants for a public appointment must answer a standard question on political activity. Neither activity 
nor affiliation is a criterion for appointment. James Boyle declared no political activity in the five years to 
March 2004 in connection with his post as Chair of the Scottish Arts Council. We will ask the other 
commission members to answer the standard question on political activity.   The remit for the 
commission was set out in the Scottish Executive's Cultural Policy Statement issued on 22 April 2004. It 
provides that the commission will: explore the notion of cultural rights for the Scottish citizen, and those 
of its creative community and define how these might be translated into a scheme of entitlements, and 
redefine the institutional infrastructure and governance of the Scottish cultural sector to enable it to 
deliver the entitlements that spring from rights.  The budget for the commission has been set 
provisionally at £478,000. This will be confirmed subject to the commission's work plan. This modest 
budget is designed principally to cover the costs of staffing, administration, and consultation.  The 
Cultural Commission will report to Scottish ministers. There is no direct relationship between the 
commission and Scottish Arts Council.  (Frank McAveety, 11/06/04)

Q. S2W-8584 Stewart Maxwell (27/05/04):  P LACES OF WORSHIP

A. The funding referred to in the answer given to question S2W-8162 was made available as one off 
funding in the light of the events of 11 September 2001. All monies were allocated in 2002 and the fund 
was closed to further applications. The Community Safety Partnership Award Programme distributes £4 
million each year between the 32 local authorities. This can be used for local community safety or crime 
prevention priorities as identified by the local authority community safety partnership.  
(Cathy Jamieson, 10/06/04)

Q. S2W-8635 Adam Ingram (27/05/04):  W IND FARM DEVELOPMENT

A. This information is available on the Scottish Executive’s website at: 
www.scotland.gov.uk/about/ELLD/EN-CS/00017058/page1711523477.aspx (Mary Mulligan, 10/06/04)

Q. S2W-8636 Adam Ingram (27/05/04):  W IND FARM DEVELOPMENT

A. The Executive’s Review of Strategic Planning: Conclusions and Next Steps set an indicative programme 
for reviewing all national planning guidance. A review of NPPG 6 is scheduled for 2006.  
(Mary Mulligan, 10/06/04)

Q. S2W-8679-8680 Rhona Brankin (03/06/04):  H ISTORIC BUILDINGS

A. Local authorities have an important role to play in protecting the historic environment. They have a range 
of powers available to them to ensure the protection of the built heritage in their area. For example, they 
have a duty under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 to 
determine which parts of their area have special architectural or historic interest, the character or 
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance and to designate such areas as conservation 
areas.  Under the 1997 act, they also deal with listed building and conservation area consent 
applications and have a general duty to have special regard to the desirability of preserving listed 



6

buildings or their settings or any features of special architectural or historic interest which they possess. 
Similar duties apply in respect of planning applications that affect scheduled monuments.  The Scottish 
Executive, through Historic Scotland, works closely with local authorities to offer advice and support to 
staff in respect of protecting the historic environment. The Memorandum of Guidance on Listed Buildings 
and Conservation Areas sets out government policy in this area and local authorities are directed to it. 
I have asked the Historic Environment Advisory Council for Scotland for their independent advice on the 
role of local authorities in conserving the historic environment. 

There is no legal obligation on the owner of a historic building to keep it in good repair. However, there 
are statutory powers under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 
which permit a planning authority and Scottish ministers to take action where the condition of a listed 
building becomes a cause for concern. These powers allow them to carry out urgent works to preserve 
listed buildings (and, in certain circumstances, unoccupied unlisted buildings within conservation areas) 
and to serve repairs notices. Works which may be promoted and carried out under these powers are 
restricted to those that will make the building structurally secure and wind and watertight. If following the 
serving of a notice the repairs are not carried out, there are powers under the at to compulsorily acquire 
buildings at risk for repair.  Any building, whether listed or within a conservation area or not, which is 
deemed by the local building authority to be a danger to the public, may become the subject of a 
Dangerous Buildings Notice under the Building (Scotland) Acts.  (Frank McAveety, 15/06/04)

Q. S2W-8700 Alex Johnstone (03/06/04):  E NVIRONMENT

A. Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) publishes detailed information on statutory and non-statutory natural 
heritage designations annually in Facts & Figures. Reports for the last seven years can be accessed 
through Scottish Parliament Reference Centre or the SNH website www.snh.org.uk.  
(Allan Wilson, 16/06/04))

Q. S2W-8743 Linda Fabiani (04/06/04):  P LACES OF WORSHIP

A. The Scottish Executive has no comprehensive definition of what constitutes a place of worship. 
However, there is a definition used for grant giving on listed buildings.  (Margaret Curran, 23/06/04)

Q. S2W-8788 Elaine Murray (07/06/04):  B UILDINGS

A. Section 13 of the Building (Scotland) Act 1959 allows local authorities to take action requiring the repair, 
securing or demolition of buildings found to be dangerous.  Local authorities have powers under Section 
87 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 to require the rectification of defects in buildings which 
they consider to be in need of repair. Section 179 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 
1997 gives planning authorities powers to require that specified steps be taken to deal with the injury to 
amenity caused by the ruinous or dilapidated condition of any building in their district or caused by the 
derelict, waste or neglected condition of any land in their district.  The Local Government in Scotland Act 
2003 gives local authorities the power to advance the well-being of their area or the people in it. This is a 
broad enabling measure allowing local authorities the freedom to work in a more innovative and creative 
way in responding to the need of their communities. Well-being is dependent on many factors but may 
include environmental factors. (Mary Mulligan, 17/06/04)

Q. S2W-8789 Elaine Murray (07/06/04):  B UILDINGS

A. Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) will be local initiatives with local businesses and local authorities 
working in partnership to address the needs of the businesses in the area concerned. It is possible that a 
BID project plan could include proposals to address the problems caused by derelict and abandoned 
buildings, although this would be for each individual BID board to determine themselves.  
(Andy Kerr, 17/06/04)

Q. S2W-8820-8821 Rosemary Byrne (08/06/04):  R ENEWABLE ENERGY

A. The Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution recommended in its report Energy – The Changing 
Climate that the UK should aim to reduce its carbon-dioxide emissions by 60% by 2050. The UK Energy 
White Paper (2003) endorsed this target, and set out the measures that would be required to achieve it, 
including increasing the amount of electricity produced from renewable sources as well as the more 
widespread use of energy efficiency measures.  We recognise the clear environmental and economic 
imperatives for developing a strong renewable energy industry in Scotland. We are working closely with 
the DTI to implement the recommendations of our recent gap analysis study, and with industry and 



7

academia through the Forum for Renewable Energy Development in Scotland.  The Scottish Community 
and Householder Renewables Initiative provides funding for small scale renewable energy projects. The 
scheme is administered on behalf of the Executive by Highlands and Islands Enterprise and the Energy 
Saving Trust. Applications are assessed against publicly available criteria.  Commercial renewable 
energy developments may attract Renewables Obligation Certificates which can be traded separately
from the renewable electricity produced. Additionally, the Department of Trade and Industry administers 
a number of capital and research and development grants for offshore wind, solar, biomass and marine 
technologies.  (Lewis Macdonald, 23/06/04)

Q. S2W-8904 Jamie McGrigor (10/06/04):  C ULTURE
A. The Scottish Arts Council administers and monitors the pilot Cultural Co-ordinators in Schools 

programme on behalf of the Scottish Executive. A total of £1,654,459, over the period 2002-03 and 
2003-04, has been committed to the establishment of Cultural Co-ordinator posts within local authorities. 
Figures for local authority spending are not held centrally.  (Frank McAveety, 22/06/04)

Q. S2W-8928 Kenny MacAskill (11/06/04):  H ERITAGE

A. The site of the old Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh in Laurieston Place is now the subject of a very large 
redevelopment which will regenerate the area and re-use important historic buildings which form a 
significant element within the townscape of the World Heritage Site. Part of the scheme of conversion 
and new build has necessitated the demolition of the building which contains the remnants of George 
Watson’s Hospital, the school designed by William Adam in 1738.  Historic Scotland, the agency of the 
Scottish Executive with responsibility to Scottish ministers for operational matters affecting the built 
heritage, is aware of, and fully supports, the proposal to salvage remnants of the school, and in the 
course of discussions with the planning authority, the City of Edinburgh Council, will actively encourage 
their appropriate re-use.  (Frank McAveety, 23/06/04)

Q. S2W-8929-8931 Kenny MacAskill (11/06/04):  H ERITAGE

A. This information is not available. Statistics for listed building consent casework notified by planning 
authorities to Scottish ministers under the requirements of the Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 are compiled by Historic Scotland. Cases are recorded by 
planning authority and by the address of the application site but do not distinguish between alteration 
and demolition. Historic Scotland are currently reviewing the data they collect and intend to keep 
demolition statistics for the current and future years.  Government policy with regard to the demolition of 
listed buildings is set out in the Memorandum of Guidance on Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas, 
the document to which all planning authorities are directed by Scottish Office Development Department 
Circular No.13/1998 in their consideration of applications for listed building consent for works to all three 
categories of listed building.  

Government policy is that no worthwhile building should be lost to our environment unless it is 
demonstrated beyond reasonable doubt that every effort has been exerted by all concerned to find 
practical ways of keeping it.  The memorandum advises planning authorities, when processing 
applications for consent to demolish, always to presume in favour of the retention of listed buildings and 
to consider demolition only where, after a full assessment by the authority of the importance, condition 
and potential for re-use of the building by the present owner or another party, the case remains strong. 
The memorandum emphasises that careful assessment of all three of these issues is essential and 
reminds planning authorities that the fact that a strong case can be made in relation to one or two of 
them does not necessarily justify the loss of the building.  

The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 requires planning 
authorities to notify to Scottish ministers applications for consent for the demolition of any category of 
listed building which they are minded to approve. This is to afford ministers the opportunity to call in 
applications which they judge to merit further consideration and, in due course, determination by them 
rather than the relevant planning authority.  As an agency of the Scottish Executive, Historic Scotland is 
directly responsible to Scottish ministers for operational matters affecting the built heritage in Scotland. 
Applications which the act requires to be notified to ministers are in practice sent by planning authorities 
to Historic Scotland.  When dealing with proposals for demolition, Historic Scotland considers each 
application against Government policy on the subject, as set out in the Memorandum of Guidance on 
Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas, the document to which all planning authorities are directed by 
Scottish Office Development Department Circular No.13/1998 in their consideration of applications for 
listed building consent. If a proposal appears to conflict with that policy Historic Scotland may advise 
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Scottish Ministers to call in the case for their own determination. The decision on whether or not to call in 
the application rests with ministers and will be taken with the benefit of the advice offered by Historic 
Scotland. If a case is called in, the recommendation made by the independent Inquiry Reporter is 
considered by the Scottish Executive planning divisions, who then offer advice to the Deputy Minister for 
Communities who makes the decision on whether consent should be granted.  
(Frank McAveety, 23/06/04)

Q. S2W-8963 Annabel Goldie (14/06/04):  … how it plans to ensure that there is a fair and sustainable 
policy in respect of landfill.

A. Provision of disposal capacity for waste is a matter for the waste industry and local authorities. The role 
of the Executive is to provide the regulatory and policy framework to secure sustainable management of 
waste. Our approach to that is set out in the National Waste Plan, which is available in the Parliament's 
Reference Centre (Bib. number 26101), and which sets out an ambitious programme of action to reduce 
waste, increase recycling and composting and reduce the amount of waste going to landfill.  Planning 
decisions on landfill sites are taken by local authorities. The Landfill (Scotland) Regulations 2003 raised 
the standard of the protection of the environment and human health at landfill sites.  My department is 
preparing a landfill allowance scheme, which I propose to pilot later this year, that will divide up 
Scotland's share of the UK's targets to reduce the landfilling of biodegradable municipal waste in order 
to comply with the EU Landfill Directive. This scheme will allow local authorities to either utilise, bank, 
borrow or trade their allocations of allowances from 2005 to 2020.  (Ross Finnie, 24/06/04)

Q. S2W-8964 Colin Fox (14/06/04):  … what steps it is taking to prevent demolition of listed buildings in 
Edinburgh including those on the site of the old Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh at Lauriston.

A. Historic Scotland works closely with the City of Edinburgh Council to safeguard the built heritage. The 
result is that very few listed building are demolished.  Applications for demolition of listed buildings 
require to be advertised, and planning authorities must have regard to all representations received. The 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 requires planning authorities to 
notify to Scottish ministers applications for consent for the demolition of any category of listed building 
which they are minded to approve. This is to afford ministers the opportunity to call in for their own 
determination applications which they judge to merit further consideration. Each case is considered on 
its merits but the policy of Scottish ministers is that no worthwhile building should be lost to our 
environment unless it is demonstrated beyond reasonable doubt that every effort has been exerted by all 
concerned to find practical ways of keeping it.  The former site of the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary is the 
subject of a very large redevelopment which will regenerate the area and re-use a number of important 
and prominent historic buildings within the World Heritage Site. The work currently underway involves 
the welcome removal of later additions and the demolition of certain listed buildings accepted as 
structurally unsound or obsolescent within the context of this important scheme. The work has been 
authorised through the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997.  
(Frank McAveety, 24/06/04)

Q. S2O-2880 Shiona Baird (17/06/04):  … what was discussed at the last meeting of the Sustainable 
Development Education Liaison Group and what will be on the agenda of its next meeting.

A. The group met on Tuesday 15 June and the main issues discussed were:  Developing a workplan, 
including consideration of resources for taking forward planned action; A draft research study report 
which the group had commissioned on Sustainable Development Education in other parts of the UK; 
The recently published Scottish Biodiversity Strategy;  The Council for Environmental Education's 
consultation on sustainable development for the environment departments in all four UK jurisdictionsm, 
and The proposed UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development.  The next meeting of the 
group is on Tuesday 28 September. No agenda has yet been set. (Peter Peacock, 24/06/04)

Information in the Bulletin is extracted from a number of websites (mainly Scottish Executive and Scottish 
Parliament). If you have any questions or comments on the above, or would like to submit information to be 
included, please get in touch with Sharon Graham or Jo Varley at the BEFS office on 0131 556 5353. 


