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BULLETIN(26 )  9 JULY 2004

CONSULTATIONS

CULTURE AT THE HEART OF REGENERATION (30/06/2004 - DCMS):  There is an emerging body of evidence, which 
suggests that culture is a key driver in the regeneration process and can help create sustainable communities.
This consultation document aims to build on the evidence and strengthen the use of culture in regeneration 
projects.  The report looks at the regenerative effects of large cultural buildings as well as smaller community 
initiatives, assesses the economic and social benefits of cultural regeneration, and poses a series of questions 
designed to build up the body of evidence and to engage a wide range of stakeholders.  For further information:
http://www.culture.gov.uk/global/consultations/2004+current+consultations/cons_culture_heart_regener
ation.htm?properties=2004+current+consultations%2C%2Fglobal%2Fconsultations%2F2004+current+co
nsultations%2F%2C&month=

COUNTRYSIDE & RIGHTS OF WAY ACT 2000 – CONSULTATION ON PROPOSALS FOR REGULATIONS UNDER SECTION 38
APPEALS RELATING TO MEANS OF ACCESS NOTICES (22/06/04 – NAW Planning) :   Proposals for regulations.  See:  
http://www.wales.gov.uk/subicountry/content/consultation/section38-consultation-e.pdf

FORTHCOMING CONSULTATIONS

MAINTAINING HOUSES / PRESERVING HOMES – CONSULTATION ON LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS ON PRIVATE SECTOR 

HOUSING (Summer 2004) :  The legislative proposals that are being consulted on largely arise from the 
recommendations of the Housing Improvement Task Force. The areas covered include local authority powers to 
deal with defects and disrepair in private sector housing; changes to the Tolerable Standard for housing; a new 
approach to area renewal; financing and supporting repair works; and providing better information for home 
buyers. There are also proposals on improving standards in the private rented sector and on mobile homes.

PUBLICATIONS

EVALUATION OF REVISED PLANNING CONTROLS OVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEVELOPMENT (02/07/04):  Research 
on the 1st 2 years of revised planning controls over telecommunications development. Primarily, the report looks 
at the rollout of mobile telecommunications infrastructure.  Further information can be found at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/enterprise/rpctd-00.asp

MAKING A DIFFERENCE – COMMUNITY PLANNING A YEAR ON – REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY PLANNING 

IMPLEMENTATION GROUP (01/07/04):  The report sets challenges for those involved in Community Planning (CP) 
to make sure the process delivers effectively across Scotland.  Their recommendations focus on three key areas 
where future action is needed.  See:  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/finance/cpayo-00.asp

(DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT RESEARCH PROGRAMME RESEARCH FINDINGS) MODEL POLICIES IN LAND USE 

PLANNING IN SCOTLAND – A SCOPING STUDY (30/06/04):   Research looking at the potential for ‘model planning 
polices’ to bring greater consistency across local plans. It advises what topics might be covered and how they 
might be prepared and used.  See:  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/cru/resfinds/drf182-00.asp   or 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/planning/mplups-00.asp

LEADING THE GOOD LIFE – GUIDANCE ON INTEGRATING CULTURAL & COMMUNITY STRATEGIES (06/07/04 - DCMS):
This new publication from the DCMS aims to promote the integration of cultural and community planning. It 
reflects the belief that integration will strengthen the ability of local authorities and their partners to meet 
community needs. Further information can be found at: 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/ekvzowozjzozb47bdihne5lul4qdhn6etriyjdonpjddfaujmptku5hzq
gho2ippnvvfnczsxuzxqg6jzlndqop5z4e/leadingthegoodlife.pdf
  



2

EVENTS & TRAINING

SCOTTISH VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS IN CULTURAL HERITAGE – RAISING AWARENESS OF QUALIFICATIONS WITHIN
THE CULTURAL HERITAGE INDUSTRY:  The Scottish Qualifications Authority are actively promoting these Awards 
within the Cultural Heritage Sector.  Further information can be acquired by contacting Liam Priest  at 
liam.priest@sqa.org.uk or 0141 242 2304.

RICS INTERNATIONAL CONSTRUCTION CONFERENCE – RESPONDING TO CHANGE:  Scheduled for the 7th & 8th

September 2004, at Headingley Stadium in London, this event will provide an ideal meeting place for leading 
practitioners and researchers working within the Built Environment, to exchange ideas and establish 
collaborations.  Details can be found at:  www.Cobra2004.co.uk  or by emailing info@cobra2004.co.uk .

UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH, ARCHITECTURE, SCHOOL OF ARTS CULTURE & THE ENVIRONMENT – STUDIO CULTURE 2
CONFERENCE:   This event will take place on the 15th & 16th December 2004, in association with Edinburgh 
University, The Centre for Education in the Built Environment, and the Concrete Centre.  This Conference will 
explore the process of ‘making’ and design thinking in Architecture and Landscape Education.  A £2500 Prize on 
Excellence in Teaching & Learning for Entrepreneurship will be awarded.  Further information can be found on 
the website:  www.cebe.cf.ac.uk .

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE BEFS OFFICE

Over the course of this last year, Sharon Graham, Administrative Assistant here in the BEFS office, has 
produced the fortnightly BEFS Bulletin and assisted on various other administrative tasks. Sharon will be leaving 
BEFS on 15 July to train in metalwork conservation and blacksmithing! We are very grateful to her for the work 
she has put in into developing the Bulletin and wish her the best of luck in her future career.

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE NEWS RELEASES

NATIONAL PARK APPOINTMENTS (08/07/2004):  Deputy Minister for Environment and Rural Development Allan 
Wilson has announced three new appointments to the Board of Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park 
Authority.  Councillors Alasdair Beaton, Denis Agnew and Martin Rooney are the new members to the Board.
Councillor Duncan (Gillie) Thomson, Councillor Anthony Ffinch,  Provost Colin O'Brien, Councillor William Petrie 
OBE, Councillor George Freeman, Councillor Bruce Marshall and Councillor Colin Crabbie have all been re-
appointed.  The remaining 15 members of the Board remain unchanged.

RESEARCH ON SCOTLAND’S HOUSING NEEDS (07/07/2004):  A comprehensive picture of Scots housing needs 
shows that with housebuilding outstripping household growth, Scotland has not experienced the same house 
price inflation as England, especially London.  It highlights problems around local house price ‘hot spots’ like 
Edinburgh and Inverness, and continuing issues of homelessness.  Land values are rising, potentially indicating 
problems in the planning system in delivering new developments.

CRUACH MHOR WINDFARM OPENED (06/07/2004): The 30MW Cruach Mhor windfarm near Glen Darvel in Cowal 
has officially been opened.  Deputy Enterprise Minister Lewis Macdonald said that the Argyll windfarm was 
helping to bring ‘green jobs’ into the wider community.  The Vestas factory at Machrihanish, which now employs 
more than 200 people, has supplied the wind turbines for the new ScottishPower development.

ST KILDA WORLD HERITAGE SITE EXTENDED (02/07/2004):  St Kilda World Heritage Site has today been extended 
to include the surrounding marine environment.  The remote cluster of rocky islands, 64 km west of the Outer 
Hebrides, was first designated a World Heritage site in 1986 for its landscape and the wildlife it supports.
Today’s designation extends  the status to include the marine environment, resulting in a Site of some 225 
square kilometres with the islands at the centre.  The application to extend the St Kilda site was accompanied by 
a bid to include recognition of the islands’ cultural record of a lost crofting community.
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URBAN REGENERATION COMPANIES ANNOUNCED (30/06/2004):  Three areas of Stirling, Glasgow and Edinburgh 
have today been granted 'pathfinder' Urban Regeneration Company (URC) status backed by £20 million from 
the Executive.  Raploch, Clydebank and Craigmillar have been placed at the forefront of a pioneering approach 
aimed at regenerating run-down areas of Scotland with a long term vision emphasising a co-ordinated approach 
from public and private sector organisations.  The funding is intended to ultimately create better jobs and 
prospects for local people through the provision of new housing, improved transport and environmental 
improvements such as play areas and walkways. 

NEWS RELEASES

OPENING OF THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT (09/07/2004 - SP):  The Scottish Parliament’s new building at Holyrood 
will open for business on Tuesday 7 September 2004, with a full day’s plenary session in the chamber. Her 
Majesty the Queen will formally open the new Parliament on Saturday 9 October 2004.

EFFICIENCY AND DELIVERING AFFORDABLE HOUSING ARE THE MAIN THEMES OF HOUSING CORPORATION REVIEW 

(01/07/2004 - ODPM):  The need for greater efficiency in the Housing Association sector and more effective 
planning for delivering housing, by Government, the Housing Corporation and regional bodies are two themes 
highlighted in the ODPM's End to End Review of the Housing Corporation. The review, along with an action plan 
to bring about needed changes, were produced by a project board from across the housing association, house 
building, financial and local government sectors, and as well drew on the views of stakeholders to produce its 
conclusions. 

RESTORATION RETURNS WITH A NEW SERIES STARTING ON BBC2 (29/06/2004 - EH):  English Heritage has worked 
with the BBC and Restoration production teams to advise and inform the series, starting on Tuesday 13th July at 
9:00pm.  The EH Register of Buildings at Risk  has again acted as the source for selecting and researching the 
buildings that feature in England, and was launched on 30th June in advance of the new series. 

FINANCE MINISTER OPENS BOARDWALK (01/07/2004 – NAW Planning) :  Finance Minister Sue Essex formally 
opened the boardwalk at Cardiff Bay – part of major improvements surrounding the debating chamber at the 
National Assembly for Wales.  The event, which was also attended by Presiding Officer Lord Dafydd Elis-
Thomas, coincided with the first anniversary of the contract signing between the National Assembly for Wales 
and Taylor Woodrow. As part of the £40.997 million contract to construct the new debating chamber, the Welsh 
Assembly Government is improving the surrounding public areas for the enjoyment of visitors and the local 
community - with the building itself forming a fraction of the total project area.

The Scottish Parliament is in recess from the 5th July until the 6th September 2004. 

NEW PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ‘To ask the Scottish Executive…’

S2W-9498 Brian Monteith (01/07/04):  …, further to the answer to question S2W-8682 by Mr Andy Kerr on 15 
June 2004, what steps it is taking to ensure that evaluations by the Scottish Assessors of non-domestic 
properties valued with reference to cost, as opposed to those valued with reference to rent, produce a like-for-
like valuation with comparable premises in England, given that the Valuation Office Agency bases cost 
valuations on the cost of building a comparable modern building while the Scottish Assessors base valuations on 
the cost of constructing exactly the same building as is being evaluated.

S2W-9515 Rob Gibson (02/07/04):  … whether the Culture Commission has been asked by the Minister for 
Tourism, Culture and Sport to take evidence from individuals and organisations and, if so, in what way this will 
be done.
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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Q. S2W-7474 Stewart Stevenson (13/04/04):  B ROWNFIELD LAND

A. The results of the Scottish Vacant and Derelict Land Survey 2003 show that the amount of land 
identified as vacant or derelict for which the preferred end use would result in new building is: (a) 
Glasgow – 1,033 hectares (b) Edinburgh – 80 hectares (c) Aberdeen – 46 hectares (d) Stirling – 88 
hectares (e) Dundee – 164 hectares and (f) Inverness – 86 hectares.  The report of the Scottish Vacant 
and Derelict Land Survey 2003 is available in the Parliament's Reference Centre (Bib. number 30782).  
(Mary Mulligan, 06/07/04)

Q. S2W-7655 Jackie Baillie (22/04/04):   LAND BANKS

A. The Scottish Executive does not collate information centrally on the land and property holdings of private 
companies.  Information about the ownership of land can be obtained, upon payment of a fee, from the 
Registers of Scotland. However, the Registers of Scotland do not record whether land is available or has 
authorisation for development. (Mary Mulligan, 06/07/04)

Q. S2W-9070 Chris Balance (16/06/04):  F UTUREBUILDERS PROGRAMME

A. I hope to make an announcement shortly.  (Margaret Curran, 28/06/04)

Q. S2W-9094 Murdo Fraser (17/06/04):  P LANNING (ECCLESIASTICAL EXEMPTION PILOT SCHEME)
A. Our public consultation Rights of Appeal in Planning ends on 30 July 2004. We intend to make all non-

confidential responses available to the public.  A copy of all the responses to the consultation (except 
those where the individual or organisation has requested confidentiality) will be placed in the Scottish 
Executive library in Saughton House, Edinburgh, by 27 August 2004. They can be viewed by visiting the 
library. Copies can also be provided by post.  We also intend to post a digest of responses received to 
the consultation, along with an analysis of those responses, on the consultation pages of the Executive's 
internet website at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Consultations/  after the analysis has been 
completed.  (Mary Mulligan, 29/06/04)

Q. S2W-9108 Rhona Brankin (17/06/04):  H ERITAGE

A. The Scottish Executive sets the framework for Higher and Further Education and its funding. It is for 
institutions themselves to decide which courses to provide to fulfil perceived needs. However, a Sector 
Skills Council for the Creative and Cultural Industries, once established, should enable those needs to 
be better articulated.  Historic Scotland has supported the development and training of conservators 
working in the stained glass field through its grants and conservation fellowship schemes. Historic 
Scotland helps maintain and improve standards of practice in this field by promoting its Conservation 
register.  (Frank McAveety, 29/06/04)

Q. S2W-9109 Rhona Brankin (17/06/04):  C ONSERVATION

A. I have asked Graeme Munro, Chief Executive of Historic Scotland, to answer. His response is as 
follows:  Where stained glass windows form part of a listed building or a building within an outstanding 
Conservation Area, Historic Scotland may grant aid their repair and conservation.  Historic Scotland has 
no grant scheme to fund the storage of stained glass windows removed from demolished or altered 
buildings.  Local authorities may grant aid the storage, conservation and reuse of stained glass windows 
through their own conservation grant schemes.  (Frank McAveety, 28/06/04)

Q. S2W-9139 Adam Ingram (18/06/04):  P LANNING (TELECOMMUNICATION MASTS)
A. This information is not held centrally. Local planning authorities are, however, required to keep a register 

of all planning applications determined within their area.  Ofcom provide a sitefinder database on their 
website which can be used to locate masts at specific addresses or within particular areas. Information 
provided includes the name of operator, height of mast, frequency range, transmission type and power 
of mast. The address of this site is:  http://www.sitefinder.radio.gov.uk/ .  (Mary Mulligan, 29/06/04)

Q. S2W-9140 Adam Ingram (18/06/04):  H ISTORIC SCOTLAND

A. I have asked Graeme Munro, Chief Executive of Historic Scotland, to answer. His response is as 
follows:  The Pilot Scheme to apply Listed Building Control for Exteriors of Churches in Ecclesiastical 
Use will end on 31 December 2004.  Historic Scotland will be making a formal assessment of the 
scheme at the end of this year with a view to bringing forward proposals as to future arrangements.
(Frank McAveety, 29/06/04)
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Q. S2W-9172 Fergus Ewing (21/06/04):  H ISTORIC BUILDINGS

A. Kinloch Castle is owned and managed by Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH). This is therefore an 
operational matter for SNH. I understand that SNH are in discussion with the Phoenix Trust to 
investigate possible approaches to securing the castle's future.  (Allan Wilson, 08/07/04)

Q. S2W-9319 Fergus Ewing (24/06/04):  H ISTORIC BUILDINGS

A. I have asked Graeme Munro, Chief Executive of Historic Scotland to reply. His response is as follows:
Existing reports and studies obtained by the owners of Castle Tioram into the monument’s structure, 
history and culture were considered by the Inquiry Reporter at the Public Local Inquiry held in 2001 into 
the owners' application for scheduled monument consent (SMC) to restore the Castle. In his report to 
scottish ministers recommending that SMC be refused, the reporter identified gaps in understanding in 
the Statement of Cultural Significance obtained by the owners. Historic Scotland is commissioning the 
preparation of a full Statement of the Cultural Significance of Castle which will address those gaps. This 
will inform consideration of any future applications for SMC.  (Frank McAveety, 05/07/04)

Q. S2O-2977 Mark Ruskell (24/06/04):  E NVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF WINDFARM DEVELOPMENTS

A. Advice on how cumulative impacts should be assessed is given in Planning Advice Note 45: 
Renewable Energy Technologies.  (Ross Finnie, 01/07/04)

Q. S2O-2992 Jeremy Purvis (24/06/04):  R URAL DEVELOPMENT
A. The Minister for Communities and I are in agreement that affordable housing is an important issue for 

many parts of rural Scotland. That is why Communities Scotland have committed an increased 
proportion of their development programme resources to new and improved housing in rural Scotland. 
We are also undertaking a review of affordable housing and the Minister for Communities hopes to 
announce preliminary conclusions shortly.  (Ross Finnie, 01/07/04)

Q. S2O-2994 Robert Brown (24/06/04):  E NVIRONMENTAL TARGETS

A. Our commitment to Scotland's environment is at the heart of A Partnership for a Better Scotland. That 
includes our commitment to improve the quality of the environment in our cities.  For example, Glasgow, 
Edinburgh and Aberdeen have declared Air Quality Management Areas because there is a risk of failing 
to meet air quality objectives in these cities and have prepared action plans to improve air quality.  We 
are providing additional powers to deal with antisocial environmental offences, such as causing graffiti 
and litter, through the Antisocial Behaviour Bill and supporting local authorities to provide a noise 
nuisance service, which will help improve the quality of life of people in cities.  We are working to 
improve our urban rivers. For example, a total length of 18.7 km of watercourses within the River Kelvin 
catchment has been upgraded from lower water quality classes for 2003, largely as a result of 
improvements in waste water treatment plants. We have also promoted sustainable urban drainage 
systems as a means of dealing with diffuse pollution to water in cities.  And we are rolling out funding to 
local authorities to deliver a major improvement in recycling.  (Ross Finnie, 01/07/04)

Information in the Bulletin is extracted from a number of websites (mainly Scottish Executive and Scottish 
Parliament). If you have any questions or comments on the above, or would like to submit information to be 
included, please get in touch with Sharon Graham or Jo Varley at the BEFS office on 0131 556 5353. 


