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CONSULTATIONSCONSULTATIONSCONSULTATIONSCONSULTATIONS    

    

SCOTLAND'S FIRST COASTAL AND MARINE NATIONAL PARK: A CONSULTATION (SE 11/10/06) 
Consultation paper on proposals to establish Scotland's first Coastal and Marine National Park 
Closing date for responses:  10/01/07 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/10/09095444/0 
 

    

PUBLICATIONSPUBLICATIONSPUBLICATIONSPUBLICATIONS    
 

A SHARED APPROACH TO BUILDING A BETTER SCOTLAND: CONSULTATION RESPONSES (SE 9/10/06) 
Public display responses to consultation document "A shared approach to building a better Scotland: a 
consultation paper on a national strategy for shared services". 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/10/09105406/0 
 
ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES TO THE RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME FOR SCOTLAND 2007 - 2013 
CONSULTATION (SE 9/10/06) 
This report presents an analysis of the responses to the 2007-2013 Scotland Rural Development 
Programme Consultation document. In addition, the report provides participants' views given at public 
meetings which were held as part of the consultation. 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/10/09113031/0 
 
THE SCOTTISH FORESTRY STRATEGY (FCS 9/10/06) 
The Scottish Forest Strategy was launched on 9th October 2006.  It was produced after an extensive 
review of the previous strategy (2000) during 2005 and 2006. 
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-6aggzw 
 
 
 

NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS    RELEASESRELEASESRELEASESRELEASES    

    
£50 MILLION LANDMARK FOR PLACES OF WORSHIP FUNDING (DCMS 4/10/06) 
Churches and other places of worship have received £50 million over the last five years for essential 
repairs, Culture Minister David Lammy announced.  The landmark figure was passed as a result of the 
grants paid out in September under the Culture Department’s Listed Places of Worship programme. 
The scheme repays to faith groups the equivalent of the VAT incurred in making repairs to listed 
places of worship.  By relieving some of the cost of maintaining these historic buildings the scheme 
recognises the contribution that they make to the heritage of the country, and the vital community work 
often undertaken by their congregations. 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/Reference_library/Press_notices/archive_2006/dcms123_06.htm 
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CULTURE MINISTER DAVID LAMMY UNVEILS THE UK'S NEXT THREE NOMINATIONS FOR WORLD HERITAGE 

STATUS (DCMS 10/10/06) 
The Antonine Wall, the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and the Twin Monastery of Wearmouth and Jarrow 
have been chosen as the UK's next three nominations to become World Heritage Sites, Culture 
Minister David Lammy announced.  This means that, if accepted by UNESCO, the three sites will join 
the Tower of London, Blenheim Palace and Stonehenge on the list of 27 UK World Heritage Sites. 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/Reference_library/Press_notices/archive_2006/126_06.htm 
 
 

MOTIONSMOTIONSMOTIONSMOTIONS    

S2M-4808 ROBIN HARPER: FULL COST RECOVERY  (25/9/06) That the Parliament endorses the decision 
of HM Treasury and the Scottish Executive to approve the principle of full cost recovery in the 
estimates for the funding of local authority and state-funded charities delivering services for public 
authorities; acknowledges the difficulties being caused for many charities through not being able to 
obtain full cost recovery for the critically important public services that they deliver, and calls on the 
Executive and local authorities to work together to implement fully the policy of full cost recovery in the 
interests of all those people who receive help and assistance from publicly funded charities in 
Scotland.  

 

RECENTRECENTRECENTRECENT    PARLIAMENTARYPARLIAMENTARYPARLIAMENTARYPARLIAMENTARY    QUESTIONSQUESTIONSQUESTIONSQUESTIONS    

S2W-28602 RICHARD LOCHHEAD (25/09/06) To ask the Scottish Executive how many wind energy 
projects have been approved in each of the last three years, broken down by local authority area and 
showing the scale of each project in (a) megawatts and (b) number of turbines.  

    

RECENTRECENTRECENTRECENT    PARLIAMENTARYPARLIAMENTARYPARLIAMENTARYPARLIAMENTARY    ANSWERSANSWERSANSWERSANSWERS    
 
Q S2W-28012 - ROBIN HARPER (29/8/06) To ask the Scottish Executive, in light of the proposal to 

transfer sole responsibility for the compilation of An Inventory of Gardens and Designed 
Landscapes to Historic Scotland, what measures will be taken to ensure the continued 
availability of grants for landowners towards the compilation of management plans for historic 
designed landscapes, which have until now been allocated by Scottish Natural Heritage, and 
whether specific provision for this will be made within Historic Scotland’s budget. 

 
A ANSWERED BY PATRICIA FERGUSON (22/9/06) The detailed arrangements for the transfer of 

responsibilities in this area from Scottish Natural Heritage to Historic Scotland, including future 
grants arrangements, are still under consideration. The transfer is not due to take place until 
2008-09.    

    
Q S2W-28013 - ROBIN HARPER (29/8/06) To ask the Scottish Executive why it proposes in 

paragraphs 2.20 and 2.21 of Scottish Historic Environment Policy 3: Gardens and Designed 
Landscapes to remove the major responsibility for designed landscapes from Scottish Natural 
Heritage, given that the October 2005 concordat between Historic Scotland and Scottish 
Natural Heritage acknowledges the need for a more integrated approach to the conservation  

 and management of Scotland’s historic environment. 
 
A  ANSWERED BY PATRICIA FERGUSON (22/9/06) The proposal comes from a  recommendation in 

a Strategic Review of Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) published in July 2005. The review 
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commented that there are strong links between natural and cultural heritage but  that designed 
landscapes constitute a relatively specialised area  of work relating to historic, man-made and 
cultivated areas which is not in the main stream of SNH work. Historic Scotland concurs with 
this view. Indeed the transfer of full responsibility for statutory advice on such sites to Historic 
Scotland will offer benefits of match with main remit and a simplification of consultation 
requirements for local authorities. Historic Scotland will take an integrated approach to the 
natural and cultural heritage interests found on these sites and will work closely with SNH 
where there are natural heritage interests. 

 
Q S2W-28014 - ROBIN HARPER (29/8/06) To ask the Scottish Executive why it has not yet 
 introduced measures to bring sites included in the extension to An Inventory of Gardens and 
 Designed Landscapes under the protection of the Town and Country Planning (General 
 Development Procedure) (Scotland) Order 1992 and when it will do so, given the commitment 
 in paragraph 2.14 of Scottish Historic Environment Policy 3: Gardens and Designed   

Landscapes to amend the legislation at the earliest opportunity. 
 
A ANSWERED BY PATRICIA FERGUSON (20/9/06) I can confirm that the intention is to make the 

 amendment at the first suitable legislative opportunity. It is likely that this change will be made 
 along with other appropriate Town and Country Planning (General Development Procedure) 
 (Scotland) Order 1992 (GDPO) amendments the timing of which is yet to be determined. 

 
Q S2W-28015 - ROBIN HARPER (29/8/06) To ask the Scottish Executive whether, in light of the 
 scope of the European Landscape Convention and the Executive’s own acknowledgement of 
 the contribution made by designed landscapes of regional or local significance to the wider 
 landscape and to the well-being of local communities, it will extend the scope of Scottish 
 Historic Environment Policy 3 - Gardens and Designed Landscapes to include the totality of 
 Scotland’s garden heritage and not just those nationally important sites which are included in  

An Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes. 
 
A ANSWERED BY PATRICIA FERGUSON (20/9/06) The consultation period for responses to 
 Scottish Historic Environment Policy 3 about Gardens and Designed Landscapes ended  on 23 
 June 2006. The consultation document proposed that it will be for planning authorities  to 
 consider gardens and designed landscapes which may not meet the criteria set for 
 national importance  but which nevertheless make a contribution to the local historic 
 environment in the context of local priorities. The responses to the consultation are under 
 consideration. 

    
Q S2W-28016 - ROBIN HARPER (29/8/06) To ask the Scottish Executive, in light of the United 

 Kingdom’s recent signing of the European Landscape Convention, what specific measures are 
 being taken by the Executive to ensure that the commitments made under Articles 5 and 6 of 
 the convention are acted upon and are reflected in future legislation and policies in respect of  
 Scotland’s landscapes. 
 
A ANSWERED BY RHONA BRANKIN (21/9/06) The Scottish Executive is satisfied that existing 
 legislation and administrative systems for land use planning and environmental management 
 provide appropriate means for meeting the obligations and objectives set out in the European 
 Landscape Convention.  

 In addition, the Executive has given its support to Scottish Natural Heritage’s initiative in 
 establishing the Scottish Landscape Forum, which will provide recommendations to ministers 
 early next year on the future care of all Scotland’s landscapes. Work is also underway on 
 measures for the protection of rural landscape and the natural heritage within the framework of 
 the Scottish Rural Development Programme 2007-13, while our regeneration policies are 
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 addressing green space issues in our urban areas. The Executive has also consulted on 
 proposals for new legislation for Scotland’s national landscape designation, the National 
 Scenic Area, which is currently being considered by Parliament. 

Q S2W-28103 - FERGUS EWING (4/9/06) To ask the Scottish Executive, following the publication 
 of Choosing our Future: Scotland’s Sustainable Development Strategy in December 2005, 
 which states that complex funding streams caused problems for those seeking to promote local 
 environmental regeneration projects, when it will bring forward proposals to simplify the range 
 and scope of these streams and on what date any new funding will be available. 
 
A ANSWERED BY MALCOLM CHISHOLM (13/9/06) We expect to bring forward proposals to simplify 
 the range and scope of funding streams for local environmental regeneration projects by the 
 end of this financial year and to implement new arrangements for funding as soon as possible 
 thereafter.    

    
Q S2W-28105 - MURDO FRASER (4/9/06) To ask the Scottish Executive what percentage of all 
 planning inquiries dealt with by the Scottish Executive Inquiry Reporters Unit resulted in  
 appeals being upheld in each year since 1999. 
 
A ANSWERED BY MALCOLM CHISHOLM (11/9/06) The percentage of planning inquiries dealt with 
 by the Scottish Executive Inquiry Reporters Unit (SEIRU) which resulted in appeals being 
 allowed (upheld) since  1 April 1999 is shown in the following table.  
 

Year % Allowed 

1999-2000 42 

2000-01 35 

2001-02 47 

2002-03 31 

2003-04 43 

2004-05 27 

2005-06 54 

 
Q S2W-28106 - MURDO FRASER (4/9/06) To ask the Scottish Executive what percentage of 

 planning inquiries in respect of wind farm proposals dealt with by the Scottish Executive Inquiry 
 Reporters Unit resulted in approval of wind farms in each year since 1999. 

 
A ANSWERED BY MALCOLM CHISHOLM (11/9/06) The percentage of planning inquiries in respect of 
 wind farm proposals dealt with by the Scottish Executive Inquiry Reporters Unit (SEIRU) which 
 resulted in appeals being allowed (approved) since 1 April 1999 is shown in the following table.  
 

Year % Allowed 

1999-2000 0 

2000-01 0 

2001-02 0 

2002-03 0 

2003-04 0 
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2004-05 0 

2005-06 50 

    
Q S2W-28350 - SARAH BOYACK (13/9/06) To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will 
 commission research into on-site compliance with energy standards in building regulations. 
 
A ANSWERED BY JOHANN LAMONT (22/9/06) I have asked Dr. Paul Stollard, Chief Executive of the 
 Scottish Building Standards Agency (SBSA), to answer. His response is as follows:  

No. There is a recent report on the English and Welsh energy regulations, carried out by 
 Future Energy Solutions entitled Compliance with Part L1 of the 2002 Building Regulations (An 
 investigation into the reasons for poor compliance) which was commissioned by ‘The Energy 
 Efficiency Partnership for Homes’. In this report it is stated “It is perceived that the Scottish 
 system is far more successful than the England and Wales system. There are two key 
 differences: the Building Warrant Certificate issues prior to building commencement, and that 
 all Building Control officers are still attached to the Local Authorities.” The report then 
 recommends that this approach is adopted for England and Wales. 

 

    
 
Information in the Bulletin is extracted from a number of websites; such as the Scottish Executive 
(SE); the Scottish Parliament (SP); Architecture and Design Scotland (A+DS); Historic Scotland (HS); 
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH); Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO); English 
Heritage (EH); Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE); Department of 
Communities and Local Government (DCLG); Department of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS); 
Department of Environment and Rural Affairs (DEFRA); National Assembly for Wales (NAW); Forestry 
Commission Scotland (FCS); Scottish Building Standards Agency (SBSA). For further information, 
links are provided to the relevant documents. If you have any questions or comments on the above, or 
would like to submit information to be included, please get in touch with Fiona Binning: 
fbinning@befs.org.uk, 0131 556 5353. 

 


