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Built Environment

ALLOCATION OF LAND FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING THROUGH THE PLANNING SYSTEM

Research undertaken by Tribal Consulting into the effectiveness of current arrangements to allocate
land for affordable housing through the planning system in Scotland and the potential value of
introducing other mechanisms, for example a separate planning Use Class, to assist the provision of
affordable housing.

SCOTLAND RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 2007-13
Response of the Scottish Executive to the Consultation Report.

URBAN FORUM’S HANDY GUIDE TO ENGLAND’S PLANNING SYSTEM

This new guide has been written for community and voluntary organisations and individuals with
limited experience of the planning process but who would like to get involved.

For a free copy, available to all voluntary and community sector groups, please e-mail:

THE PLANNING ETC (SCOTLAND) BILL WAS PASSED BY PARLIAMENT ON 16/11/06
A copy of the new Bill can be found on the link below together with a link to the debate itself.

*S2M-5114 ROBIN HARPER: EDINBURGH - SHOWING THE WAY TO A LOwW CARBON FUTURE?

That the Parliament welcomes the publication of a report on decentralised energy,
commissioned by the City of Edinburgh Council, Greenpeace UK and WWF Scotland, suggesting that
Edinburgh could become a world leader in the fight against climate change; notes the findings of the
report that if Edinburgh implements its recommendations to opt for a decentralised energy system,
using micro-renewable energy generation and combined heat and power (CHP), it could meet all of its
energy needs, slash carbon dioxide emissions and save money, without the use of new nuclear
power; contrasts the decentralised model with the present system used in the United Kingdom,
whereby the vast majority of electricity comes from large, centralised and grossly inefficient thermal
power stations that waste around two-thirds of their energy inputs; believes that, as long as fossil fuels
are used to generate electricity, both generators and consumers of energy have a responsibility to
ensure that this finite and polluting energy is used as efficiently as possible; acknowledges that
decentralised energy is a tried and tested system which is already widely used across many parts of
Europe, where combined heat and power networks are commonplace, and calls for other cities across



Scotland and the rest of the UK to follow this example and to adopt a decentralised energy system fit
for the 21st century.

*S2M-5189 MR JAMIE MCGRIGOR: MAGGIE’S HIGHLAND CANCER CARING CENTRE That
the Parliament congratulates Glasgow design firm Page and Park Architects for winning the
prestigious Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland Andrew Doolan Award for Maggie’s Highland
Cancer Caring Centre in Inverness; notes that the building beat off competition from Perth Concert
Hall, Glasgow’s Saltire Centre and the new Royal Bank of Scotland headquarters, and endorses
comments by Professor Simon Unwin of Dundee University, one of the award judges, that, with a
complex tangle of intertwining curves and using a palette of warm and pliable materials, the interior
meets uncertainty with companionship and reassurance, the design is sympathetic to the original
beliefs of Maggie Keswick Jencks that good design can influence good health.

*$2M-5207 NORA RADCLIFFE: THE CARBON TRUST That the Parliament notes the recent
successful parliamentary reception held by the Carbon Trust; values the role the trust plays in
Scotland in helping organisations to reduce carbon emissions, develop low-carbon technologies and
respond to climate change; notes the positive views about the Carbon Trust in Scotland expressed by
representatives of RHI Refractories in Clydebank and Ocean Power Delivery, two of the many Scottish
companies that have received support from the Carbon Trust; notes with interest that organisations
that take steps to reduce carbon emissions not only help the environment but can also benefit
financially from more efficient use of energy, and encourages everyone concerned with reducing
carbon emissions and improving business efficiency to spread the good word about what the Carbon
Trust can do to help organisations, both large and small, across all sectors in Scotland to ensure that
our nation’s carbon footprint on the world is as small as possible.

UNDERSTANDING SCOTTISH POLITICS
A one day training course by Weber Shandwick Public Affairs. Full rate: £249 plus VAT, reduced rate:
£175 plus VAT.

CONSERVATION MASTERCLASSES

The Scottish Centre for Conservation Studies at Edinburgh College of Art has just finalised their 2007
programme of CPD in architectural conservation. This Thursday evening CPD programme offers in-
depth, extended lectures by national and international specialists.

MSc/DIPLOMA IN ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVATION

This postgraduate programme is taught within the School of Architecture, Edinburgh College of Art, by
the Scottish Centre for Conservation Studies. The programme is the oldest-established course in
Architectural Conservation in the United Kingdom, having been instituted in 1968.

RESEARCH INTERNSHIPS WITH HISTORIC SCOTLAND TCRE GROUP Annual stipend of £14,000 with
£1,500 study/travel allowance. Applications are invited for the following internships based at The



Historic Scotland Conservation Centre in Edinburgh: Laser Cleaning of Consolidated Stone (18
months); Anti-Graffiti Coatings (18 months); Facings and adhesives used on Scottish Renaissance
Tempera Paintings (18 months); Effects of Climate Change on Built Heritage (12 months).

NATIONAL TRUST FOR SCOTLAND CONSERVATION ADVICE PANELS

The Trust is searching for conservation experts among Trust members and further afield who would
like to be considered as Chairs and Members of the following Panels: Archaeology; Architecture;
Archives & Libraries; Countryside & Nature Conservation; Education & Interpretation; Gardens &
Designed Landscapes; Interiors & Collections; Economic Development & Communities. Your role
would be to provide advice to staff and to the Trust's Committees on all aspects of heritage
conservation including the development and review of our conservation policies and especially the
care and maintenance of our substantial property portfolio.

Information in the Bulletin is extracted from a number of websites; such as the Scottish Executive
(SE); the Scottish Parliament (SP); Architecture and Design Scotland (A+DS); Historic Scotland (HS);
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH); Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO); English
Heritage (EH); Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE); Department of
Communities and Local Government (DCLG); Department of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS);
Department of Environment and Rural Affairs (DEFRA); National Trust (NT); National Assembly for
Wales (NAW); Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS); Scottish Building Standards Agency (SBSA).

For further information, links are provided to the relevant documents. If you have any questions or
comments on the above, or would like to submit information to be included, please get in touch with
Fiona Binning at fbinning@befs.org.uk, 0131 556 5353.



