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CONSULTATIONS

DRAFT CULTURE (SCOTLAND) BILL: CONSULTATION DOCUMENT (SE 14/12/06)
The Draft Culture (Scotland) Bill consultation document along with draft guidance to local authorities on 
cultural planning and the provision of local cultural entitlements has been issued for consultation.  Deadline 
for responses: 31/03/07
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/ArtsCulture/CulturalPolicy/intro

COMMUNITIES SCOTLAND DRAFT SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY (CS 07/12/06)
This draft policy document has been issued for consultation. Deadline for responses: 28/02/06
http://www.communitiesscotland.gov.uk/stellent/groups/public/documents/webpages/cs_012537.hcs
p

CONSULTATION AIMS TO CUT WATER USAGE IN NEW BUILDINGS (DEFRA 15/12/06)
Proposals for minimum standards of water efficiency in new homes and commercial buildings in England and 
Wales have been published.  The proposals are set out in a joint consultation between DEFRA and 
Communities and Local Government (CLG), which meets government ministers' commitment to underpin the 
voluntary water efficiency standards established in the Code for Sustainable Homes.  Deadline for 
responses: 09/03/07.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/latest/2006/water-1215.htm

PUBLICATIONS

A POLICY ON ARCHITECTURE FOR SCOTLAND: REVIEW OF RESPONSES TO THE 2006 CONSULTATION (SE 21/12/06) 
A review of responses to the 2006 Consultation on the policy on architecture.
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/12/12153841/0

SCOTTISH HOUSE CONDITION SURVEY: ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND ESTIMATED EMISSIONS FROM THE SCOTTISH 

HOUSING STOCK - 2003/04 (SE 20/12/06)
The Scottish House Condition Survey has been used to examine the emissions from dwellings and the 
closely related energy efficiency of different types of dwelling and households across Scotland.
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/12/18132350/0

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE: ANNUAL REPORT 2005/06 (SE 15/12/06)
The Executive has published its annual report on the environmental performance of its estate. The report 
also outlines a vision for the future as the Executive publishes environmental targets to 2020 for its estate to 
sustain the drive for continuous environmental improvement. The Executive is in the process of establishing 
Environmental Management Systems (EMS) across its main buildings in order to improve the performance of 
the estate as a whole.
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/12/15112745/0

LOCH LOMOND & TROSSACHS NATIONAL PARK PLAN (LLTNPA 15/12/06)
Following consultation on the Draft Park Plan in May 2006, the revised Park Plan was submitted to Scottish 
Ministers for approval on 01/12/06.  The submission of the Park Plan and summary together with 
accompanying documents can be viewed at the web-site below.
http://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org

HISTORIC SCOTLAND’S INVESTMENT IN THE VOLUNTARY SECTOR – ANALYSIS REPORT (HS 11/06)
An analysis of responses to the consultation ‘Historic Scotland’s Investment in the Voluntary Sector’ which 
took place between July and September 2006.
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/voluntary_analysis_report.pdf
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BETTER PUBLIC BUILDING (CABE 12/12/06)
Better public building provides the arguments and the evidence that good design makes places work better. 
It offers practical advice for creating new public building that is value for money, sustainable and a source of 
civic pride. It also sets out the steps that public bodies need to follow if they are to ensure that all those who 
use public services benefit from good design. Speaking at the first national conference for local authority 
design champions Tessa Jowell, the government's design champion, said: ‘Good design doesn't happen by 
accident. That's why the government has told local authorities that they need to drive improved design 
quality for housing and neighbourhoods.’
http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=1649

NEWS RELEASES

CHANGING THE PLANNING SYSTEM (SE 11/12/06)
Almost 40 per cent of routine applications from people to extend or alter their homes can be taken out of the 
planning system entirely, according to new research led by Heriot Watt University. At present, such requests 
account for half of the 52,000 planning applications received by local authorities every year in Scotland, and 
almost all (97 per cent) of householder developments are approved.
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2006/12/11082700

A+DS ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENT OF THE ENABLING PANEL (A+DS 13/12/06)
A+DS is pleased to announce the appointment of 49 new members to the A+DS family who will form the 
A+DS panel of Enablers.  The Enabling Panel consists of experienced and respected building professionals 
including; architects, urban designers, planners, landscape architects, project managers, engineers, quantity 
surveyors, academics, and people working as clients for capital projects. Together they represent a 
considerable resource of expertise available to A+DS in its enabling work programme. For a list of the 
appointments please go to the link below.
http://www.ads.org.uk/news_enabling.html

TOWARDS A ZERO CARBON FUTURE (DCLG 13/12/06)
A challenging package of measures for planners and housebuilders, which will help to reduce carbon 
emissions and bring innovation to the building industry, has been published by Communities Secretary Ruth 
Kelly. The aim is to put tackling climate change at the heart of the planning system and the way we build new 
homes. The package includes: a framework for progressively tightening building regulations up to 2016 to 
increase the energy efficiency and reduce the carbon footprint of new homes; the publication of the Code for 
Sustainable Homes, and a draft Planning Policy Statement on climate change, which expects planning 
strategies to be tested on their carbon ambition.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1002882&PressNoticeID=2320

RECENT PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS

S2W-30496 ROBIN HARPER (12/12/06) To ask the Scottish Executive whether there is any proposal in the 
Scottish Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 to remove the duty to avoid damaging any feature of 
historic or archaeological interest and to follow Scottish Ministers’ guidance and, if so, what the reasons are 
for this proposal.

RECENT PARLIAMENTARY ANSWERS

S2W-30304 - SARAH BOYACK (04/12/06) To ask the Scottish Executive what proportion of respondents to the 
consultation on Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) 6 supported a 20% or greater target for on-site renewable 
energy generation in new developments.
ANSWERED BY MALCOLM CHISHOLM (12/12/06) Five hundred and fifty-two of the 1,020 responses focused 
solely on microgeneration. These all supported a 20% target. A further 120 respondents raised the issue in 
the context of wider comments. Around half of them proposed targets between 15% and 50%, with 20% 
most often suggested.

S2W-30323 - MARLYN GLEN (04/12/06)To ask the Scottish Executive how much expenditure has been 
allocated to the (a) Dundee City, (b) Angus and (c) Aberdeenshire council to develop and promote the 
planning system through online access.
ANSWERED BY DES MCNULTY (12/12/06) The E-Planning Efficient Government Programme is a key 
component of planning reform. The programme involves 40 partners. Work is on-going on estimating the 
cost of the proposed e-planning systems for each partner, but based on work to date the estimates are: (a) 
Dundee City Council – £41,000 (b) Angus Council – £78,000 (c) Aberdeenshire Council – £119,000.  The 
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aim of the programme is to bring all partners up to the same level of e-planning service, so allocations vary 
based on how advanced the e-planning systems of the partners are and their overall level of involvement in 
the programme.

EVENTS

‘SUSTAINABILITY AT ANY COST’ – 14TH FEBRUARY 2007 VENUE TO BE CONFIRMED

One day conference forming part of the Holyrood Manifesto Series of events. This conference will look at 
whether our lifestyle in Scotland is sustainable – focusing on issues of energy, transport and waste. 
To register on-line: www.holyrood.com or Tel: 0131 272 2130.

Information in the Bulletin is extracted from a number of websites; such as the Scottish Executive (SE); the 
Scottish Parliament (SP); Architecture and Design Scotland (A+DS); Historic Scotland (HS); Communities 
Scotland (CS); Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH); Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO); 
English Heritage (EH); Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE); Department of 
Communities and Local Government (DCLG); Department of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS); Department 
of Environment and Rural Affairs (DEFRA); National Assembly for Wales (NAW); Forestry Commission 
Scotland (FCS); Scottish Building Standards Agency (SBSA). For further information, links are provided to 
the relevant documents. If you have any questions or comments on the above, or would like to submit 
information to be included, please get in touch with Fiona Binning: fbinning@befs.org.uk, 0131 556 5353.


