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31st July 2013 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
JOINT CONSULTATION: THE HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY FOR SCOTLAND AND THE 
MERGER OF HISTORIC SCOTLAND WITH RCAHMS 
 
Thank you for your invitation to make comment in respect of both the draft Historic Environment Strategy and 
the merger of Historic Scotland with the Royal Commission.  The duly completed questionnaire is attached. 
 
As you are aware, the Society is the largest of the independent national amenity bodies, representing a range 
of members who either work within or have an interest in the historic built environment.  In addition to a wide 
range of educational activities, we make comment in respect of policy and casework issues.  Having reviewed 
the documents at length, we have two over-arching concerns. 
 
Firstly, Scotland has been particularly fortunate in that the vision of those who have guided the Commission 
has left us with a national collection of information on the built heritage which is second to none.  It is 
absolutely essential that this recording and interpretation role be carried on in the new body.  The experience 
from England suggests that, unless such duties are explicitly stated in the enabling instruments, then they will 
be weakened or even lost in time.  We therefore recommend, in the strongest terms, that they be specified and 
protected in a robust manner. 
 
Secondly, and equally importantly, we are of the clear view that there is a need for a robust development 
management process which recognises and protects our built heritage.  Whilst we understand and appreciate 
Scottish Ministers’ desire to devolve decision-making to local communities, there is a clear need to do so in a 
manner which protects historic sites and provides such additional resources as might be required to do so.   
Such a system should include guards against short-term political or financial expediency. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us should you wish to discuss anything further. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
PETER DRUMMOND 
National Chairman 


