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                                      Dr Peter Burman MBE FSA, Arts & Heritage Consultant 

                                                          39/1F Drummond Place 

                                                           EDINBURGH EH3 6NR 

Derek Mckay MSP, Minister for Local Government & Planning 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG 

 

Dear Minister 

National Planning Framework 3 (NPF3) – Scotland’s Designed Landscapes 

I write on behalf of the Garden History Society in Scotland (GHSS) to request that the interests of historically 

important gardens and designed landscapes (hereafter referred to as designed landscapes) are given all due 

consideration in the preparation of NPF3 and that they and their settings are afforded protection.  We realise 

we have missed the due date for making representations on NPF3 but request your indulgence to draw your 

attention to the following: 

1. The GHSS is of the opinion that Designed Landscapes are an essential part of the scenic and cultural 

heritage of Scotland. 

2. The GHSS strongly supports the proposed policy that the two National Parks (NPs) and forty National 

Scenic Areas (NSAs) should be protected from inappropriate development. 

3. The GHSS is pleased that many Designed Landscapes both within the Inventory of Gardens and 

Designed Landscapes in Scotland (hereafter referred to as Inventory Landscapes) and Non-Inventory 

Landscapes set within the NPs and NSAs will be protected from inappropriate development as a result 

of this proposed policy. 

4. The GHSS is concerned that Designed Landscapes not located within the NPs and NSAs will remain 

vulnerable to the negative effects of inappropriate development.  

5. The GHSS considers that Inventory Landscapes and their settings, which through their designation are 

of national importance, should be given explicit protection within NPF3 on a par with Grade A Listed 

buildings and Scheduled Monuments. Non-Inventory Landscapes should be considered on a par with 

Grade B Listed buildings, i.e. of regional importance. 

 

The GHSS wishes to assure you that it is not 'anti development' and that it fully appreciates the importance of 

ensuring, for instance, energy security, a mixed fuel economy, safer roads and a land supply for new homes. At 

the same time, as an advocate for historic gardens and designed landscapes, the GHSS attaches the utmost 

importance to these precious and often fragile entities which are valued by Scots and visitors to Scotland alike. 

Once lost, they are not easily recovered and they, therefore, need protection. 

 

The GHSS would welcome the opportunity of a meeting with you to present its above concerns in greater 

detail. 

 

PETER BURMAN 

Chairman, Garden History Society for Scotland, peterburman@btinternet.com 

cc Fiona Hyslop, Cabinet Secretary for Culture & External Affairs 
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