
 

 

Briefing Paper for Parliamentary Debate on 
Historic Environment (Scotland) Bill  
on 19 June 2014 

CONTEXT 
 
There is a debate in the Scottish Parliament on the afternoon of 19 June on the Historic Environment 
(Scotland) Bill.  The debate follows the scrutiny of the draft Bill by the Education and Culture and Finance 
Committees. 
 
RTPI Scotland is supportive of current planning reform being led by Scottish Government, and that this 
planning reform should facilitate a plan-led system where planning decisions take place at the planning stage 
though effective development planning and development management procedures.  As such, we support the 
Historic Environment Strategy for Scotland and welcome its measures which will be an integral part of this 
planning reform for the historic environment.   
 
KEY POINTS 
 
Functions of Historic Environment Scotland 
RTPI Scotland welcomes the creation of Historic Environment Scotland as a key organisation working towards 
the management and promotion of Scotland’s historic environment.  We recognise that there are also other 
organisations involved in the historic environment, and we encourage transparency and collaborative working 
together between organisations and across the sector to avoid duplication, and to efficiently manage and 
promote the historic environment.   
 
RTPI Scotland supports the overarching function of Historic Environment Scotland in “Investigating, caring for 
and promoting Scotland’s historic environment”, and also supports the particular functions set out within the 
Bill.   
 
As part of the functions of Historic Environment Scotland, we suggest it would be beneficial to refer to the role 
of the body as part of the planning system in fulfilling its functions to protect, manage, conserve and enhance 
the historic environment. 
 
Resources and Expertise 
The success of the Bill relies upon resourcing and expertise, and the culture of the new organisation, both 
working with the historic environment sector, and supporting the sector.  We appreciate these are not 
necessarily matters for the Bill, but need to be at the centre of approaches to be taken in implementing the 
Bill’s provisions. 
 
We would like to see greater clarity for planning authorities on the role of Historic Environment Scotland, 
and similarly clarity for the new body on the roles and responsibilities of local planning authorities to 
ensure the overall effective management of Scotland’s historic environment.  This may be delivered 
through guidance or advice. 
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Community Planning 
RTPI Scotland considers that a greater link must be made between the historic 
environment and community planning and we are working with COSLA and  
Scottish Government, by leading a sub-group of the Historic Environment Group  
which is tasked with considering how we may better integrate Community Planning  
Partnerships and Single Outcome Agreements to deliver benefits locally for the historic  
environment and for local communities.  We envisage this will examine the framework,  
roles and responsibilities, processes, understanding, resources and skills in terms of barriers 
and opportunities, and identifying actions.  
 
RTPI Scotland is also currently supporting COSLA and Scottish Government to clarify roles and 
responsibilities in key delivery areas such as designation advice, regulation and related  
management regimes building on joint working agreements between Historic Scotland and local  
authorities. 
 
Finance and Funding 
In our initial response to the consultation on the draft Historic Environment Strategy for Scotland,  
RTPI Scotland sought details on how the new body would source funding without negatively impacting on  
the rest of the historic environment sector.  We consider that there are a number of points that still require  
more detail, including the anticipated impact of Historic Environment Scotland having charitable status with 
regards to it competing for funds with other public and private bodies with an interest in Scotland’s historic 
environment. There is the potential for the new Historic Environment Scotland to have significant impact on  
the sector and the way in which bodies receive and apply for funding. 
 
Linkages 
The Historic Environment Strategy must link with other key strategies and policies at the national level to  
ensure consistency, both influencing other strategies and policies published by Scottish Government, and  
also being influenced by these.  These include the National Planning Framework, Scottish Planning Policy, 
Town Centres Action Plan, National Performance Framework, Infrastructure Investment Plan, National  
Marine Plan, Climate Change through the Report on Policies and Proposals (RPP), and Creating Places 
 
Definition of Historic Environment 
We suggest that reference is made within the text of the Bill to a definition of historic environment.  Referring to 
an agreed definition of the historic environment would give clarity and transparency in the term.  RTPI Scotland 
would like to see a reference within the text of the Bill to Historic Environment Scotland working to the  
principles of sustainable development.  This has been recognised in national planning policy and other policies 
by the Scottish Government as a key aim of all policy to deliver on sustainable development principles. 
 
Strategic Environmental Assessment 
We note that the role of Historic Environment Scotland in relation to Strategic Environmental Assessment does 
not form part of the Bill.  We would like to see greater clarity on this, as to whether the new body will have a 
function as Historic Scotland had as a consultation authority in relation to Strategic Environmental Assessment. 
 
Monitoring 
RTPI considers that the Scottish Parliament should have a monitoring role of the functions, actions and  
delivery of Historic Environment Scotland as a new organisation not yet established, so as to ensure a  
smooth transition from Historic Scotland and RCAHMS to the new body, and maintaining skills, expertise  
and functions to a high standard. 


