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Introduction 
 
Built Environment Forum Scotland is (BEFS) is a membership organisation bringing together 

voluntary and professional non-governmental organisations that operate at the national level and 
represent people who work within the built environment sector. Through its members, BEFS 
connects with over 325,000 individuals through 540 organisations. 
 
BEFS is a politically neutral organisation, with no affiliation to any political party.  However, 
it recognises that the influence of politics over the quality of the built and historic 
environment is absolute, and that each political party will have proposals and policies that 
will affect the placed in which we live and work.  
 
BEFS offers this comparative analysis in the spirit of informing its members on key policy 
subjects ahead of the May 2016 elections.  
 
 
  

The Approach 
 
Each Party’s Manifesto was sourced as a PDF file.  Using a simple word search, statements 
were collated where those words appeared.  They are presented as direct quotes from the 
manifestos; no attempt at editing was undertaken. 
 
Although apparently simple, key words could be used in a variety of ways, and in a variety 
of contexts.  For example, the word “Place” is used because of BEFS interest in place-
making as an activity, and in physical places, both urban and rural.  Where “place” has been 
used as a verb or in a context not related to the built or historic environment, it has not 
been referenced.   
 
Also, where a word appeared in the right context, but did not have a substantive policy base 
to it, it was also not referenced.  
 
BEFS recommends that readers source the manifestos themselves before arriving at 
corporate or personal conclusions.   
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CONTENTS – the word search 
 
 

page subject 
4 Planning  

 

7 Housing 
 

9 Heritage 
 

11 Culture/cultural  
 

13 Historic Environment 
 

14 Architecture 
 

15 Archaeology 
 

16 Landscape(s) 
 

18 Park(s) including National Park(s) 
 

20 Place(s) including town or city 
 

21 Community 
 

23 Transport 
 

26 Climate change 
 

 
 
Notes 
In key word searches such as “place”, an additional search using town and city was 
undertaken, just to proof the documents as the concept of place-making may not be 
universally understood.  Similarly, the plural of some key words such as Park was included, 
just to ensure the capture of information.  
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Scottish Parliamentary Elections 2016 

Manifesto Comparison 
 

Key word search –  

PLANNING 

 

Scottish National Party 
p.43 - Our ongoing planning review will ensure that planning enables and facilitates sustainable and 
appropriate growth and development. 
p.57 - We also support the campaign to promote and extend hutting and we will develop planning 
guidance to support an increased number of huts in Scotland. 
p.57 – “We will bring forward proposals to modernise and improve powers for compulsory sales 
orders. These powers need to be effective to tackle the blight of abandoned buildings and small 
plots of land in town centres and communities but also adequately protect the rights of owners. We 
will also review small landholding legislation. 
p.63 - Review and reform the role of Community Planning Partnerships so they are better placed to 
drive reform, including through use of citizens’ panels and town hall meetings 
p.66 - In the next parliament we will bring forward a Planning Reform Bill based on the 
recommendations of the Review. This will aim to streamline development planning and 
management procedures and practices to remove unnecessary blockages and delays. We will also 
amend Planning Obligations so they work for the benefit of all and do not cause delays to the 
completion of projects. As part of the Planning Bill, we will introduce a clean land and building clause 
to ensure non-domestic property owners cannot leave their properties in a state of neglect or 
abandonment. We will also modernise compulsory purchase orders to ensure vacant and derelict 
land can be brought into use for communities and look at interim measures to achieve this in 
advance of legislation. By simplifying local development plans we will ensure they are effective for 
both local communities and developers. 
 

Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party 
p.31 – “we should also explore options of linking planning fees to the performance of planning 
departments.” 
p.33 – “We won’t participate in the present political posturing over unconventional gas by our 
opponents, especially in light of recent developments at Grangemouth, which was only saved 
through shale gas imports from the United States. Scotland has decades of experience in offshore 
drilling and hydraulic fracturing, with the best environmental safety regime in the world. With 
thousands of job losses across the North East, we should utilise this expertise to safely extract 
unconventional gas, with planning consent from local communities.” 
p.33 – “With Scotland’s electricity generation increasingly relying on intermittent sources of energy, 
expanding energy storage solutions is a necessity. We will therefore work with both the Scottish and 
UK Governments to develop further support mechanisms for energy storage. This should go 
alongside a review of planning system provisions for repowering existing onshore wind farms coming 
to the end of their lifetimes.” 
p.39 – “We will also change ‘91 tenancy assignation provisions to a conversion model which would 
allow secure tenants convert into at least 25-year Limited Duration Tenancies and then assign for 
value. In addition to this, we should introduce planning system exemptions to allow retiring farmers 
or new entrants to build a home on agricultural land. In the longer term, we should explore whether 
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a new form of tenancy should be introduced, allowing landlords and tenants come to regular 
business agreements within some important legislative constraints protecting both parties.” 
p.46 – “we believe that we should extend the present Enterprise Area approach to a more local 
scheme and create a network of Regeneration Zones. These zones would be set up in cooperation 
with local government and could provide incentives including business rates relief, LBTT relief, fast 
tracked planning applications, the prioritisation of high speed broadband, specific skills and training 
support and business advice and support.” 
p.46 – Restoring Local Accountability – “The planning system is another example where the wishes 
of local communities are often overridden by central government priorities. This has been most 
apparent over the last few years with the spread of onshore wind developments across the 
countryside, where all too often planning decisions were overturned on appeal centrally. If a major 
development application decision is taken in line with the Strategic and Local Development Plan the 
appeal should be decided in a full council meeting, as opposed to being referred to Scottish 
Ministers. This has to go hand in hand with a better consultation process during the drawing up of 
Strategic and Local Development Plans.” 
 

Scottish Green Party 
p.6 – “Using a property as a second home should require planning consent – this would boost the 
supply of housing in rural areas. We will support new legislation to enable development in the public 
interest where land is in fragmented ownership. 
p.8 – “Social justice and environmental justice must go hand in hand. Green MSPs will push to 
integrate the principles of environmental justice into legislation, industry regulation, planning and 
land use. 
p.8 – “We will campaign for an equal right of appeal when development proposals don’t follow the 
agreed plan. This will remove a clear injustice in the system and promote plan-led development in 
the public interest. 
p.21 – “We support a change in the planning framework to protect and encourage districts that 
enjoy strong cultural economies. 
p.16 – (Marine Planning) – “Decisions on legislation for Scotland’s new Marine Protected Areas and 
marine planning system must be based on scientific evidence. We will work to ensure that the 
decision-making process takes evidence from marine monitoring into account. We also recognise 
that coastal areas have a dynamic ecology as well as a unique social, economic and architectural 
character. We will support the introduction of blue belt planning legislation that lends similar 
protection as green belts to these environments. 
p.16 – “Our greenbelts are coming under increasing pressure due to competing needs for new 
housing developments. Green MSPs will fight to protect greenbelts from further encroachment, 
which threatens both levels of local biodiversity and communities’ identity. 
 

Scottish Labour Party 
p.41 – “The planning system should strike the right balance for communities and developers. It 
should also ensure the quality of both our environment and the buildings we inhabit are maintained. 
We believe it now needs reform to make the public interest stronger while providing certainty for 
developers to attract investment. We will improve the effectiveness of the plan-led system to ensure 
it respects local communities and holds the confidence of the public, developers and locally elected 
members.”  
 

Scottish Liberal Democratic Party 
p.26 – “Streamline planning and licensing rules for small-scale hydro power schemes; 
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p.28 – Marine Planning – “Support community involvement in the management of Marine Protected 
Areas to ensure local benefits from the new designations 
p.28 – “Make it easier to re-power existing wind farms through changes to planning regulations” and 
“Introduce permitted rights for air-sourced heat pumps to bring Scottish regulations into line with 
the rest of the UK; 
p.31 – “Continue the general review of Scottish planning policy and practice to ensure a system of 
development planning that supports the appropriate delivery of housing and other infrastructure, 
supports environmental protection and addresses community engagement. 
 

RISE - Scotland’s Left Alliance 
p.12 – “We will also make it a requirement for all new planning permission applications, whether 
public or private, to meet standards of accessibility 
p.22 – “We will reform the planning system, ensuring all newly-built homes, public or private, must 
meet minimum standards of sustainability and access. New planning rules will also facilitate the 
growth of self-built and cooperative housing. 
 

UK Independence Party 
p.18 – “Operate a Brown Field First policy. One of the first acts of a UKIP Housing Minister would be 
to order a nationwide identification scheme for all the usable Brown Field sites in Scotland. These 
would then attract development support such as a £10,000 per unit grant to carry out remedial work 
to the ground to bring it up to standard and also cutting Stamp Duty to zero for registered Brown 
Field developments. We will also remove unnecessary barriers for building on brown field sites and 
accelerate the planning process. 
p.18 – “Relax planning regulations for the conversion of off-high road commercial and office space 
and other existing builds to affordable residential use 
p.18 – “Identify long-term dormant land held by central and local government so it can be released 
for affordable developments. 
 

Solidarity  

No specific policy.  
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Scottish Parliamentary Elections 2016 

Manifesto Comparison 
 
 

Key word search –  

HOUSING 

 

Scottish National Party 
p.11 – “We will invest over £3 billion over the next parliament to deliver at least 50,000 new 
affordable houses, of which at least 35,000 will be houses for social rent. 
p.57 – “We will create a Rural Housing Fund with investment of £25 million over the next three years 
to build new, affordable houses, enabling the needs of older people to be met more appropriately 
and young people and families to stay or make their lives in rural communities 
p.64 – “Through our Empty Homes Partnership, Empty Homes Fund and Town Centre Empty Homes 
Fund we will encourage councils and individuals to bring empty homes into use for rent or purchase. 
We will concentrate on rural areas in need of increased housing and town centres that can be 
rejuvenated and regenerated through such initiatives. 
p.65 – “We will continue our work to tackle fuel poverty and provide energy efficiency measures, 
starting with investment of £103 million in 2016/17 to install measures in a further 14,000 homes. 
We will prioritise the development of the district heating system and establish a loan fund for this 
purpose. 
 

Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party 
p.31 – “Over the next five years, we want to see a 10% year-on-year increase in new house 
completions across all sectors to return to around 25,000 new homes being built every year by the 
end of the decade. In total, this would mean an additional 100,000 homes over the next five years.” 
P.31 - “We would envisage around half of these - 50,000 – to be affordable homes across different 
tenure types.” 
p.31 - We would not extend the Right to Buy to housing associations and want to ensure they can 
attract investment on open markets.” 
p.31 – “The delivery of affordable housing will also depend on cooperation with the private sector 
on innovative mid-market rent models. This could include providing grant funding to private 
landlords to build new properties in exchange for them letting the property out at affordable rents 
for a set period of time” 
p.32 – “We also think local authorities should compile publicly accessible brownfield land registers to 
allow housebuilders explore their options more easily. A presumption to build on brownfield land 
should also be introduced for applications with a major housing element.” 
p.33 – “Scotland’s existing housing stock is still lagging behind desired energy efficiency standards, 
with around 65% of Scotland’s properties rated EPC D or worse - the figure rising to 80% in rural 
Scotland…… Scottish Conservatives therefore believe that we should introduce a clear target to 
achieve a transformative change in energy efficiency across Scotland - with all properties achieving 
an EPC C rating or above by the end of the next decade 
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Scottish Green Party 
p.6 – “Green MSPs will campaign for a radical programme of reform designed to deliver thousands 
more good quality, affordable, sustainable homes. Our ideas are designed to make land available for 
housing at low cost and ensure more homes are built where they are needed. 
p. 6 – “We will push to give Councils the power to buy land for housing at ‘existing use value’, where 
land is valued according to its current use rather than what it could be worth if another activity, such 
as house building, were to take place.  
p.6 – “We will propose a Housing Investment Bank as an extra source of funding for social housing. 
Investment can be made attractive to pension funds through a government-guaranteed rate of 
return. This would offer security to pension funds, an ethical investment for public pensions and a 
large additional source of housing funding at little cost to the government. 
p.6 – “We will promote better regulation to tackle poor service and ensure information is available 
about good letting agencies and landlords. This will help tenants decide where to rent and will drive 
up standards of service 
p.6 – “We will support legislative changes which make it easier to establish housing cooperatives or 
bring rented property into shared management 
p.7 – “We will propose a not-for-profit service to manage major repairs including to tenements. This 
could be done by existing housing associations or a network of local services, including local 
authority companies, housing associations, and voluntary agencies. Such a network would develop 
expertise in commissioning and managing repair works and would have better purchasing power by 
operating on a large scale. 
p.7 – “We will press for the removal of VAT on building repairs, and we will propose targeted help 
with financing repairs – for example, energy efficiency grants for low income households, interest-
free loans paid back through an incremental increase on property tax, or options to defer paying 
repair costs until the property is sold. 
p.7 – “To put downward pressure on house prices, we will ensure a steady supply of land for housing 
at low cost and ensure that it is developed. This requires better control of bank lending, better 
affordable renting options and a fair property tax. 
p.8 – “We propose the repeal of provisions in the Town and 
Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1959 to allow local authorities to acquire land for housing at existing 
use value. This will encourage public sector led development of higher quality housing of all types. 
 

Scottish Labour Party 
p.43 – “There are 150,000 households on local waiting lists for social housing — because there is 
simply not enough housing for people to rent at affordable prices. We will build 60,000 affordable 
homes, with 45,000 of those for rent by councils, housing associations and cooperatives. These 
homes will be built to the highest standards of thermal insulation and at least 10% will be built to 
wheelchair accessibility standards. This will create jobs and help grow our economy.” 
 

Scottish Liberal Democratic Party 
p.15 - We will increase the number of affordable homes by 50,000 over the next Parliament. We will 
make sure that 40,000 of these are for social rent rather than purchase. With private housebuilding 
returning to pre-recession levels this will mean around 110,000 new homes will have been brought 
into use by 2021 with one third of those for affordable rent 
p.15 – “Expand the Housing Fund for Scotland model that has seen investment in rented homes 
pioneered by a local government pension fund. This expansion to all funds will add 12,000 new 
homes. We will work with pension fund trustees to give them the confidence of an effective return 
for their investment 
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p.15 - Renew the empty homes strategy to bring as many of the 27,000 empty homes back into use 
as part of the 110,000 total of new homes –including introduction of a Help to Renovate loan; 
p.15 – “Work with the British Business Bank to help direct support to small and medium sized house-
builders who struggle to get support from traditional banks 
 

RISE - Scotland’s Left Alliance 
p.22 - RISE believe that an urgent programme of building good quality, publicly-owned, affordable 
homes for rent is vital, and that an ambitious target of 100,000 new homes over the next five years 
should be set. To achieve this, we would establish a new National Unitary Authority to plan and 
manage this project. Local Authorities will be encouraged to use their borrowing powers as part of a 
new Public-Public-Partnership arrangement which will replace the failed PFI schemes of the past. 
The new Unitary Authority will then co-ordinate this nationally and will be governed by an elected 
board representing tenants, communities, local authorities and housing associations. 
 

UK Independence Party 
p.18 – “UKIP would set a target of 50,000 Social and Affordable houses to be built during the course 
of the next Parliament. Affordability would be revised so that the rates have a direct relation to the 
average income of an area. 
p.19 – “UKIP supports the principle of extending home ownership and giving people the right to own 
the homes they may have lived in for generations as social housing tenants. We will plough 100 per 
cent of all revenue from Right to Buy sales after essential costs have been paid back, into new 
community housing. 
 

Solidarity 
“Solidarity recognises access to a warm, secure and affordable home is a human right which 
must be delivered across Scotland. We support a public house building programme to deliver a 
minimum of 20,000 homes a year over the next 5 years to tackle homelessness and 
overcrowding while creating tens of thousands of new jobs in the construction sector. Solidarity 
also demands those local authorities who campaigned to give up their tenant management role 
take back that responsibility to improve accountability, access and tenant involvement. The 
large-scale stock transfers have failed to deliver the radical housing improvements promised but 
have allowed councils to wash their hands of serious housing problems. Houses should be built, 
maintained and managed in the public sector and sales of publicly-built housing stock should be 
banned.” 
 
 
 
 
  



Page 10 of 27 
 

Scottish Parliamentary Elections 2016 

Manifesto Comparison 
 
 

Key word search –  

HERITAGE 

 

Scottish National Party 
p.74 – “2017 is our Year of History, Heritage and Archaeology and we will work with Historic 
Environment Scotland and partners to create a long-term Infrastructure Investment Plan for 
restoring, enhancing and conserving our built heritage environment. We will support Historic 
Environment Scotland, as it takes forward the nation’s first Historic Environment Strategy. We will 
work with partners to promote the South of Scotland as a visitor destination; particularly for 
heritage, culture and creative arts, wildlife and green tourism, and local food and drink. 
 

Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party 
p.45 – “Our arts and cultural heritage is renowned the world over and we should continue to 
showcase it through free access to museums and galleries.” 
 

Scottish Green Party 
No specific policy but mentioned once under culture. 
 

Scottish Labour Party 
No specific policy. 
 

Scottish Liberal Democratic Party 
No specific policy. 
 

RISE - Scotland’s Left Alliance 
No specific policy. 
 

UK Independence Party 
No specific policy. 
 

Solidarity  

No specific policy.  
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Scottish Parliamentary Elections 2016 

Manifesto Comparison 
 
 

Key word search –  

CULTURE/CULTURAL 

 

Scottish National Party 
p.73 - We will develop Scotland’s first ever culture strategy based on the principles of access, equity 
and excellence. And in order to support our flourishing creative industries, we will establish a 
Creative Industries Advisory Board to advise Ministers directly on the support that the sector needs. 
 

Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party 
No specific policy. 
 

Scottish Green Party 
p.22 – “We believe that cultural and heritage activities are not luxuries but intrinsically valuable to 
social wellbeing. We will work with all local authorities to maintain provision of community arts and 
culture in their region at current levels, and expand opportunities where possible. 
p.22 – “Cultural spaces such as studios and arts venues can come under threat from planning 
regulations. Scottish Greens will work to protect and encourage districts that enjoy strong cultural 
economies. We support a change in planning policy to ensure that these spaces are prioritised. Large 
developments can be required to provide cultural spaces to create more opportunities for the public 
to enjoy the arts. We will support measures to ensure that Noise Abatement Legislation can no 
longer be used to further restrict existing venues by future purchasers of nearby property and we 
will champion the need for a Scottish film studio. 
p.22 – “A thriving cultural sector is a key part of thriving tourism, innovation, and knowledge 
exchange. Our culture renews us and demonstrates that Scotland is a wonderful place to live, work 
and visit. Green MSPs support collaboration with Scottish and UK-wide Broadcasters to ensure they 
reflect, enable and present all of Scotland’s people and all of Scotland’s creativity. 
p.22 – “We will encourage the use of publicly-owned empty space for cultural activity, and support 
‘right of first occupancy’ and community right-to-buy legislation to protect formal and informal 
venues for cultural activity and live performance across Scotland. 
 

Scottish Labour Party 
p.25 – “If we keep cutting culture, we risk losing the next generation of artists who will carry on the 
tradition of our vibrant cultural life in Scotland. The young person who has an amazing talent but no-
one knows — not their teacher, perhaps not even them. That young person who will never discover 
that talent. That’s why we want every child to have the chance to learn to play a musical instrument. 
We want arts and culture to remain central to our national life. A Scottish Labour Government will 
create a First Minister’s Committee on the Arts, Culture and Creative Industries with membership 
from all sectors and regions. We are proud that a Labour Government opened up museums and 
galleries to all by making them free. That’s why we will maintain free access to Scotland’s museums 
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and galleries and continue to ensure that young people are encouraged to visit. We recognise 
Scotland’s rich cultural heritage including Gaelic, Scots and Nordic. We will meet the current 
commitment to Gaelic education for all students that desire it.” 
 

Scottish Liberal Democratic Party 
p. 30 – “Encourage entrepreneurship and start-up businesses with new networking opportunities, 
enterprise education in schools, and the expansion of creativity, innovation and excellence through 
culture and sport; 
 

RISE - Scotland’s Left Alliance 
p.26 – “RISE wishes to see artists in residence in all primary and secondary schools, and would 
support moves for a set percentage of Local Authority budgets to be ring-fenced for arts and culture 
spending. RISE will also seek to increase funding for Creative Scotland, and ensure that no 
community is excluded from cultural provision. 
 

UK Independence Party 
p.7 – “UKIP believes that the local pub is a cultural tradition which moderates drinking in a social 
environment. UKIP will make changes to the law to allow people to head down to their local for a 
pint.”  “The drink driving limit should go back to 80mg per 100ml of blood– the same as the rest of 
the UK” and “UKIP proposes to allow pubs and clubs the choice to open smoking rooms if they so 
wish.” 
 

Solidarity  

No specific policy.  
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Scottish Parliamentary Elections 2016 

Manifesto Comparison 
 
 

Key word search –  

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 

 

Scottish National Party 
As heritage 
 

Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party 
No mention 
 

Scottish Green Party 
No mention 
 

Scottish Labour Party 
No mention 
 

Scottish Liberal Democratic Party 
No mention 
 

RISE - Scotland’s Left Alliance 
No mention 
 

UK Independence Party 
No mention 
 

Solidarity  

No mention.  
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Scottish Parliamentary Elections 2016 

Manifesto Comparison 
 
 

Key word search –  

ARCHITECTURE 

 

Scottish National Party 
p.74 – “2016 is our Year of Innovation, Architecture and Design and we will explore how Architecture 
and Design Scotland can support the development of high quality social housing, and examine how 
space standards in Scotland compare with the rest of the EU. 
 

Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party 
No mention 
 

Scottish Green Party 
No mention 
 

Scottish Labour Party 
No mention 
 

Scottish Liberal Democratic Party 
No mention 
 

RISE - Scotland’s Left Alliance 
No mention 
 

UK Independence Party 
No mention 
 

Solidarity  

No mention  
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Scottish Parliamentary Elections 2016 

Manifesto Comparison 
 
 

Key word search –  

ARCHAEOLOGY 

 

Scottish National Party 
As heritage 
 

Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party 
No mention 
 

Scottish Green Party 
No mention 
 

Scottish Labour Party 
No mention 
 

Scottish Liberal Democratic Party 
No mention 
 

RISE - Scotland’s Left Alliance 
No mention 
 

UK Independence Party 
No mention 
 

Solidarity  

No mention 
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Scottish Parliamentary Elections 2016 

Manifesto Comparison 
 
 

Key word search –  

LANDSCAPE(S) 

 

Scottish National Party 
p.57 - We will support and promote the Scottish National Trail which links up Scotland’s great trails 
network, to encourage outdoor tourism and benefit the communities connected to the national trail 
and the trails network. 
 

Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party 
P.45 – “Our landscape attracts millions of tourists every single year, employing hundreds of 
thousands of Scots and making a contribution worth billions of pounds to our economy. That’s 
precisely why the Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party supports the creation of further national 
parks across Scotland. They would not only help protect some of our greatest landscapes, but would 
also help attract more tourists and support local businesses.” 
 

Scottish Green Party 
p.16 – “We will support Forestry Commission Scotland and other organisations to develop more 
community greenspaces throughout the country, covering woodlands, wetlands and open spaces, so 
that all can benefit from access to local greenspace. This will also give communities greater say in 
the management of these valued spaces. Such projects can also help foster social inclusion, local 
economic development and conservation activities 
 

Scottish Labour Party 
No specific policy. 
 

Scottish Liberal Democratic Party 
“Establish new national parks or landscape partnership areas, learning from the first two national 
parks in Scotland, bringing the benefits of improved management, conservation and tourism to 
other parts of the country; 
 

RISE - Scotland’s Left Alliance 
No specific policy. 
 

UK Independence Party 
No specific policy. 
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Solidarity  

No specific policy. 
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Scottish Parliamentary Elections 2016 

Manifesto Comparison 
 
 

Key word search –  

PARK(S) including National Park(s) 

 

Scottish National Party 
P61 – “We recognise that the benefits of green energy must be balanced with the need to protect 
our most scenic and wild areas. We have introduced a ban on wind farms in Scotland’s National 
Parks and National Scenic Areas and increased protection for our wild land areas. This will continue 
in the next Parliament. 
 

Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party 
P.45 – “Our landscape attracts millions of tourists every single year, employing hundreds of 
thousands of Scots and making a contribution worth billions of pounds to our economy. That’s 
precisely why the Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party supports the creation of further national 
parks across Scotland. They would not only help protect some of our greatest landscapes, but would 
also help attract more tourists and support local businesses.” 
 

Scottish Green Party 
P.16 – “The Scottish Campaign for National Parks has identified seven possible sites including the Isle 
of Harris, Galloway and the coastal areas of Mull, Coll and Tiree. Green MSPs will champion the 
creation of new national parks in these areas. 
 

Scottish Labour Party 
p.51 – “Scottish Labour in government established the established the Cairngorms and Loch Lomond 
& The Trossachs National Parks to conserve and enhance the natural heritage of these areas of 
beauty. We will review the future of National Parks to protect them and consider options for 
establishing a new National Park.” 
 

Scottish Liberal Democratic Party 
See landscape 
 

RISE - Scotland’s Left Alliance 
No mention 
 

UK Independence Party 
No mention 
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Solidarity  

No mention 
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Scottish Parliamentary Elections 2016 

Manifesto Comparison 
 
 

Key word search –  

PLACE(S) including town, city 

 

Scottish National Party 
p.57 – “To maximise the benefits of publicly owned land to the nation we will establish Land 
Scotland, a new land agency for Scotland. Based on existing agencies this will help manage 
Scotland’s publicly owned land in the national interest. 
p.63 – “Continue to grow and develop City Deals, Town Centre Partnerships and Regional Economic 
Partnerships so that clusters of agencies and shared interests can work together for the benefit of 
their local economies and communities.” 
Also see planning 
 

Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party 
p.45 – “A consistent and thorough application of the Town Centre First approach should be at heart 
of such an approach. Further support should be given to projects that bring empty properties back 
into use - often converting empty business properties into affordable housing……. We have 
consistently argued for a new round of this fund to be put in place and would like to see £30m 
committed by the Scottish Government to this annually.” 
 

Scottish Green Party 
No specific policy. 
 

Scottish Labour Party 
No specific policy. 
 

Scottish Liberal Democratic Party 
No specific policy. 

RISE - Scotland’s Left Alliance 
No specific policy. 
 

UK Independence Party 
No specific policy. 
 

Solidarity  

No specific policy. 
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Scottish Parliamentary Elections 2016 

Manifesto Comparison 
 
 

Key word search –  

COMMUNITY 

 

Scottish National Party 
p.56 – “Through the Community Empowerment Act, we will seek to increase access to land for food 
growing purposes, as part of our strong commitment to develop allotments and community gardens. 
p.56 - We are committed to a target of 1 million acres of land being in community ownership by 
2020. We will take forward recommendations from the strategy developed by the 1 million acres 
working group and we will also resource community land purchases through the £10 million Scottish 
Land Fund. 
p.63 – “Setting councils a target of having at least 1 per cent of their budget subject to Community 
Choices budgeting. This will be backed by the Community Choices Fund to help public bodies and 
community groups build on examples of best practice. Allowing community councils that can 
demonstrate a strong democratic mandate to deliver some services. We intend that in future 
community council elections will be held on the same day across the country to increase their profile 
and recognition.  
p.65 –“We will encourage communities to buy property and land that is in a state of neglect through 
our community empowerment legislation and by accessing the Community Empowerment Fund. 
 

Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party 
p.39 – “We support community empowerment - in fact much of the Community Empowerment Act 
2015 is based on UK Government localism legislation - but are concerned that Land Reform Act 
proposals prioritise community ownership over good land management.”   
p.39 –“Community buyouts are not the only form of land use, sometimes long leases are preferable 
to communities as well as landowners. We would therefore support opening the Scottish Land Fund 
to long lease funding for communities. We would also explore reintroducing business rate relief to 
sporting estates which manage their environment and wildlife to a high standard.” 
p.46 – “We believe a Community Right to Challenge should be introduced in Scotland too. This 
would give community and voluntary bodies the right to express interest in taking over a specific 
council-run service. The local authority in question would be required to respond to this challenge 
and unless there are reasonable grounds for refusal the council would have to run a procurement 
exercise where the services would be opened up to bids.” 
 

Scottish Green Party 
p.8 – “Green MSPs will support changes to increase community control over public land. We will 
argue for greater democratic control of the National Forest Estate and reform of the Forestry Act 
1967 to allow community bodies to become managers of national forests. We will ensure that 
communities have a key role to play in the local management of property currently administered by 
the Crown Estate Commissioners. And we will develop proposals for a new Common Good Act to 
give communities greater control over common good property in Scotland’s towns and cities. 
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p.8 – “We will support proposals to extend community control over how land is developed. Green 
MSPs will support investment in public planning services, community-led development plans and 
extra safeguards to make sure people’s participation is respected. 
 

Scottish Labour Party 
p.41 – “Local communities get frustrated when they see land lying derelict while people they know 
don’t have a place to call home. We will create legal powers, where needed, to allow councils to 
compel the sale of derelict and brownfield land for early development. Our reforms to local taxation 
will include, as part of a basket of taxes, a Land Value Tax which will help address this issue. We’ll 
also empower local communities to take over assets and run them as co-operatives, building on the 
work of so many communities.” 
 

Scottish Liberal Democratic Party 
p.19 – “Allow local communities to establish a burgh council to serve their area, established by a 
charter defining its functions. Such new local community-focused authorities would empower 
communities and give a true local focus to service delivery and the use of public land and assets; 
 

RISE - Scotland’s Left Alliance 
P.29 – “We will give communities the right to initiate Compulsory Purchase Orders for their land and 

will support the development of Community Enterprises (CE), self-built and co-operative housing. 
 

UK Independence Party 
No specific policy. 
 

Solidarity  

No specific policy.  
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Scottish Parliamentary Elections 2016 

Manifesto Comparison 
 
 

Key word search –  

TRANSPORT 

 

Scottish National Party 
p.61 – “We will refresh the National Transport Strategy and review national and local guidance to 
ensure that communities have a say in influencing their transport needs to ensure people, goods and 
services can get around their community but also be connected to the rest of Scotland and beyond. 
We will refresh the Switched On Scotland Electric Vehicle Roadmap which was first published in 
2013. Early in the next Parliament, we will take steps to ensure that a public sector operator is able 
to bid for a future rail contract and that there is a public sector body able to do so. We will use our 
new powers to enable this to happen. 
p.61 – “By the end of 2016, we will have electrified the Edinburgh to Glasgow route and redeveloped 
Queen Street station and created the Edinburgh Gateway rail-tram interchange.  We will also invest 
in electrifying the Stirling-Dunblane-Alloa line, the Glasgow-Edinburgh-Shotts route, complete the 
redevelopment of Dundee station, support shorter and more frequent journeys between Aberdeen 
and Inverness, improve the Highland and Aberdeen mainlines and invest in redeveloped station hubs 
at Aberdeen, Inverness, Perth, Stirling and Motherwell.  
p.61 – “We will maintain the rail route to Stranraer, maintaining lower fares on the route, conduct a  
feasibility study into extending the Waverley route via Hawick to Carlisle and make progress on  
improvements to the East Coast mainline, including examining the case for a station at Reston in 
Berwickshire. We will also examine the case for an extension of the Stirling-Alloa rail line to 
Dunfermline by upgrading the existing Longannet freight line. 
p.62 – “We will bring forward a Transport Bill to improve bus services, enhance and improve the role 
of the Scottish Road Works Commissioner and wider road works regulation and to enable and 
enforce responsible parking. 
p.62 - In the first year of the new Parliament, we will introduce a Bill which will require all public 
vehicles carrying children to and from school to be fitted with seatbelts. 
p.62 – “We will implement our national walking strategy and we are determined to meet our vision 
of 
10 per cent of everyday journeys being made by bike by 2020. We will review the Cycling Action Plan 
for Scotland (CAPS) to explore what more we can do, including on extending cycling training 
“bikeability” schemes for the young. And we will work to improve the integration between active 
and public transport. 
p.63 – “We will protect the Road Equivalent Tariff to all routes in the Clyde and Hebrides Ferry    
services network and take action to reduce fares on ferry services to Orkney and Shetland. We will 
also maintain the existing air discount scheme at 50 per cent. 
 

Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party 
p.47 – “Investing in our road network is vital, and especially so for the rural communities around 
Scotland. We therefore think the government should maintain the share of the budget that goes to 
road investment.” 
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p.47 - “Promoting the use of electric vehicles, for example by expanding the number of charging 
points at transport hubs across Scotland, should also be an objective for the next government.  
p.47 - “Buses are a lifeline for rural communities and we think the Scottish Government should 
increase support for community schemes by extending the free bus pass scheme to community 
transport” 
p.47 - “The Scottish Government should work with local authorities and third sector partners on 
improving our walking and cycle path network. We will press the government for an additional £5m 
to be invested in the Cycling, Walking and Safer Streets local authority capital grant, which is the 
most direct way of supporting active travel infrastructure. As an overarching aim, we should work 
towards providing at least one segregated cycle route in each of Scotland’s seven cities, linking from 
outer city limits through city centres.”  
 

Scottish Green Party 
p.20 – “Green MSPs will propose a radical boost to this funding.10% of the total transport budget 
would improve existing routes and making them safer, encouraging more people to walk and cycle 
 

Scottish Labour Party 
p.49 – “When the Scotrail franchise is available for renewal we will seek a publicly owned ‘People’s 
Scotrail.’ We will undertake a strategic review on the next generation of transport investment so 
that our rail network meets the needs of commuters and helps to drive freight off the roads. We will 
accelerate the process of reopening our rail lines, the creation of new routes, both urban and rural, 
and new stations to serve communities across Scotland. This will include projects such as the 
extension to the Borders Railway, the Levenmouth line, the Edinburgh South Suburban line and 
Edinburgh to Berwick via Dunbar, with new investment in stations such as those at East Linton, 
Reston and Plains.”  
p. 49 - “We will make it cheaper and easier to get to work. That’s why we will integrate Scotland’s 
transport system, accessible with one smartcard ticket for use on all modes of public transport, the 
length and breadth of our country. So someone touching in with a card on a bus in Tobermory can 
touch out at the end of a journey from Hillhead underground station, having travelled by bus, ferry, 
train, and underground, using just one smartcard ticket.” 
 

Scottish Liberal Democratic Party 
p.26 – “We will help build a low-carbon transport system for Scotland through a commitment to 
public transport, expansion of provision for electric vehicles and active travel. 
p.26 – “Accelerate plans to speed up rail services from the central belt to Aberdeen and Inverness, 
and improve cross-rail services through Scottish cities 
p.27 - Conduct a feasibility study for extending the Borders’ Railway from Tweedbank to Hawick and 
Carlisle, along with other potential route re-opening Opportunities 
p.27 – “Increase the share of the transport budget that is spent on cycling and active transport by 
adding £20 million of capital spending; 
p.27 - Support safer streets for pedestrians and cyclists with more dedicated and segregated cycle 
lanes; Encourage the extension of 20mph speeds in village, town and city centres 
p.27 - Make strategic investments to improve roads safety and quality, for example taking forward 
plans to improve the A82, A9 and A96 amongst others; 
 

RISE - Scotland’s Left Alliance 
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p.21 – “RISE believes that all forms of public transportation should be brought into public ownership 

and operated for the good of society. We also believe that such a system should eventually become 
free at the point of use. To that end we would seek the creation of a new National Mass Transit 
Service for Scotland 
p.21 – “We hope to slowly phase this policy in over the next five years, starting with extending free 
public transport to students and the unemployed and increasing subsidies for ferries to Scotland’s 
islands. As we introduce reforms that relieve pressure on the roads network, we will shift revenue 
earmarked for the road budget to the public transport system. 
 

UK Independence Party 
p.7 – “We will push every local authority in Scotland to offer at least 30 minutes free parking in city 
and town centres, high streets and shopping parades, to encourage shoppers into our centres and 
boost local business. 
p.27 – “UKIP will speed up the implementation of dual carriageways across Scotland. 
p.25 – “UKIP will look into the feasibility of opening both [Forth] bridges to all types of traffic and will 
immediately overturn the ban on motorcycles on the old bridge. 
p.25 – “UKIP are opposed to road tolls and would not introduce them to Scotland either in a direct 
toll scheme or via so called ‘road pricing’. 
p.25 – “In response to E.U. regulations every new car from 2018 will carry a ‘black box’ to monitor 
everyone’s movements. Needless to say, UKIP oppose this infringement of liberty and privacy. 
p.25 – “UKIP would restrict speed cameras to known accident black spots. Average speed cameras 
will only be used on bridges and during roadworks. 
p.26 – “Glasgow has pressing rail needs that have been mismanaged and ignored for too long and as 
soon as funding is in place will bring forward both the rail link to Glasgow International Airport from 
Glasgow Central Station and the Crossrail Glasgow project. 
p.26 – “UKIP opposes the politically motivated privatisation of CalMac. 
p.26 – “Rural areas have relied on Post Buses for generations. UKIP want to see these brought back 
and supported to the betterment of remote communities needing transport links.” 
 

Solidarity  

No specific policy. 
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Scottish Parliamentary Elections 2016 

Manifesto Comparison 
 
 

Key word search –  

CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

Scottish National Party 
p.11 – “We will bring forward a new Climate Change Bill to implement the Paris Climate Change 
Agreement and set an ambitious new target for Scotland to reduce emissions by more than 50 per 
cent by 2020. 
 

Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party 
No policy mention 
 

Scottish Green Party 
p.16 - All sectors of society should be supported to effectively plan actions that will reduce the 
impact of climate change. We want the public sector to take a lead role in planning for unpredictable 
weather conditions and find cost-effective solutions that support communities and individuals to 
respond. 
 

Scottish Labour Party 
p.46 – “It is because of the need to tackle climate change that we will ban fracking in Scotland.” 
 

Scottish Liberal Democratic Party 
p.26 – “We will help build a low-carbon transport system for Scotland through a commitment to 
public transport, expansion of provision for electric vehicles and active travel. 
p.26 – “Accelerate plans to speed up rail services from the central belt to Aberdeen and Inverness, 
and improve cross-rail services through Scottish cities 
p.27 - Conduct a feasibility study for extending the Borders’ Railway from Tweedbank to Hawick and 
Carlisle, along with other potential route re-opening Opportunities 
p.27 – “Increase the share of the transport budget that is spent on cycling and active transport by 
adding £20 million of capital spending; 
p.27 - Support safer streets for pedestrians and cyclists with more dedicated and segregated cycle 
lanes; Encourage the extension of 20mph speeds in village, town and city centres 
p.27 - Make strategic investments to improve roads safety and quality, for example taking forward 
plans to improve the A82, A9 and A96 amongst others; 
 
 

RISE - Scotland’s Left Alliance 
No specific policy. 
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UK Independence Party 
p.27 - Climate change policies have had an adverse effect on Scottish industry. Green taxes and 
failed energy policies have forced up the price of manufacturing in Scotland to such an extent our 
traditional industries are dying……..Clearly, there has to be a better way and that way should benefit 
the environment and workers by reducing some green taxation and lifting burdensome rules so we 
can bring back these industries. At the same time, we can ensure that they are carried out in a safe 
and sustainable way so that both jobs and environment are protected. 
 

Solidarity  

“Solidarity MSPs will present a bill in Holyrood which outlaws the environmentally unsafe and 
destructive practice of Fracking. We will insist on concerted and serious investment in publicly-
owned wind, wave and solar energy production to lead the world in clean energy technology and 
production with the consequent creation of thousands of skilled and socially useful jobs in the 
sector.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


