
 

BEFS CONSULTATION RESPONSE: 
VISITOR LEVY (AMENDMENT) 

(SCOTLAND) BILL 
 

Built Environment Forum Scotland (BEFS) is an umbrella body for organisations 

working in the built environment in Scotland. Drawing on extensive expertise in a 

membership-led forum, BEFS informs, debates and advocates on the strategic issues, 

opportunities and challenges facing Scotland’s existing built environment. 

This is a response from BEFS to the Scottish Parliament’s Local Government, 

Housing and Planning Committee’s call for views on the Visitor Levy (Amendment) 

(Scotland) Bill.  

Other relevant consultation responses from BEFS can be seen below, as many 

issues overlap and demand associative consideration: 

• Pre Budget Scrutiny 2025/26: Funding for Culture (Aug 2024) 

• Visitor Levy Bill – Call for Views (Sep 2023) 

• Local Discretionary Transient Visitor Levy or Tourist Tax (Dec 2019) 

 
Built Environment Forum Scotland (BEFS) welcomes the opportunity to provide a 

response to the Scottish Parliament’s Local Government, Housing and Planning 

Committee regarding the Visitor Levy (Amendment) (Scotland) Bill – but would 

suggest that the short window provided for comment is potentially prohibitive in 

gathering the widest range of views from relevant stakeholders across Scotland.  

BEFS notes the ongoing industry debate regarding the structure of the Levy, 

specifically the choice between a fixed rate or percentage-based model. As the 

existing framework includes a statutory three-year review point, and given the 

time required to navigate regulatory frameworks - compounded by the potential 

impact of pre-election periods – any proposed structural changes, at this stage, 

could be seen to be somewhat premature. Any new scheme of this scale will 

inevitably face ‘teething problems’ and the formal three-year review would appear 
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the most appropriate mechanism for resolution, allowing for evidence-based 

adjustments. 

Of concern to BEFS Members is the designation of funds to specific projects, with 

the allocation process susceptible to lobbying, and a possible the tension between 

advisory body recommendations and local authority priorities. To ensure public and 

industry confidence, BEFS suggests exploring the following: 

• Comprehensive and transparent annual reports detailing both the allocation 

process and the progress of specific projects; 

• Mitigating ‘business as usual’: Recognising the risk that Levy income could 

be used to backfill budgets for standard maintenance, such as waste bin 

replacement or road repairs, rather than providing additionality. 

The current legislative requirement for spend to benefit tourism directly is a point 

of significant discussion. BEFS suggests that the definition of success should be 

broadened to include communities impacted by tourism, with guidance updated to 

ensure that the Visitor Levy delivers a dual benefit to both the visitor experience 

and the sustainability of the local community and place. 

We note with interest the discussions surrounding City of Edinburgh Council’s 

intent to allocate a portion of Levy funds toward housing, in relation to the current 

statutory requirements. Greater clarity around allocation is required; the current 

and only recourse to prevent ‘inappropriate’ spend would be costly judicial 

reviews. 

BEFS continues to emphasise the central role that the historic environment 
specifically – and the built environment more widely - play as a direct contributor 
to the tourism offer of Scotland. As has been noted previously, our places can 
suffer from a lack of appropriate infrastructure and related facilities to 
appropriately generate the best experiences for both those local to, and those 
visiting, our cultural heritage. As such a successful management plan to 
simultaneously celebrate and protect our natural and built heritage, whilst 
ensuring quality of life for Scotland’s communities will be key to leverage the 
transformative opportunity for Scotland’s built environment, and tourism 
infrastructure, that the Levy presents. 

Success should support maintaining the principle of additionality, and we remain 
committed to participating in future reviews to refine these mechanisms as the 
scheme matures. 

 

BEFS responses to a number of consultations in relation to the Built Environment can be 

found at: https://www.befs.org.uk/resources/consultations/  
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